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"site  number  site  name  district  address  ^^ 

V\J2  Tower  Street        East  Boston       Tower  Street      'i 


ownership  size  elevation  zoning 

21,780  sq.  ft.   low  pt.  86' 
Ij  Sons  of  Divine  Providence.  Inc.      -5  acres       high  pt.  155'     S-5,  R-5_ 

V  Natural  characteristics:  ^      ,        , 

hillside,  trees  and  shrubs. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

A  non-paved,  informally  planted,  easement  offers  scenic  views  of 
the  city. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Hillside,  non-paved  easement,  trees  and  shrubs. 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary  A  non-paved  easement  leading  to  the  hill  top. 

secondary  The  site  offers  scenic  views  of  downtown  Boston,  East  Boston,  and 

tertiary  Wood  Island  Bay 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

Residential  and  institutional  buildings. 


6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Orient  Avenue. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

The  vegetation  and  natural  features  are  in  good  condition. 


8.  Potential  development: 

Slight. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

An  important  means  of  public  access  from  the  lower  part  of  the  hill 
to  the  summit. 


).  Date  surveyed:  OctOber,    1974 

Comments: 


I 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 
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site  number 

103 


site  name 


Belle  Isle  Marsh 


district  address  Tf^ti" 

(1-03)  Bell  Isle  Marsh  , 
East  Boston    (1-04)  Saratoga  Street   1 


zoning 


ownership  size  elevation  _, 

Mass  Port  Authority,  First      5,478,444  s.f./125  acres  low  pt.  5' 

National  Stores,  Aspen  Realty     627,950s^./14.4  "    high  pt.  16'     1-2.  L-1 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secortdary 

tertiary 


.Salt  water  wetland  flooded  daily,  saltwater  meadow  seasonably  flooded 
Vegetation  consists  of  salt  water  sedges  and  grasses.  Numerous  birds 
feed  in  the  area. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Open  expanses  of  marsh  and  surrounding  inlet  juxtaposed  against 
developed  drumlins  in  the  background. 


3.  Diversity  w.thin site.    Saltwater  marsh,  saltwater  meadow,  asphalt  parking  lot  for 

Drive-in  theater. 


The  largest,  undisturbed  coastal  wetland  in  Boston. 
One  of  the  largest  natural  open  areas  in  Boston  which  is  easily 
accessible  by  rapid  transit. 
Views  of  surrounding  drumlins,  water  bodies  and  waterfowl. 


5.  Surrounding  environment; 


A  new  landfill  exists  to  the  east  of  the  grass  area.  Access  roads 
border  the  western  side  of  the  site.  Marshes,  an  inlet,  and  drumlins 
surround  the  site  to  the  north,  east  and  southeast. 


6.  Accessibility: 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


8.  Potential  development: 


9.  Signif  icacKe  of  site: 


Directly  accessible  from  Bennington  Street,  Lawn  Avenue  and  Saratoga 
Street. 


Good.  The  site  is  in  excellent  condition  except  for  the  new 
landfill  and  dumping  adjacent  to  Lawn  Avenue. 


Very  vulnerable  to  development  from  small  scale  infilling 
as  larger  industrial  proposals.  Massport  requires  this  p 
to  remain  as  clear  zone  for  airport  activities. 


as  well 
property 


}.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


L 


An  important  natural  resource  for  its  ecological  significance. 


October,  1974 

Potential  for  educational  and  recreational  resources. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


i 


site  number 

104 


site  name 


Bayswater  Street 


district 

East  Boston 


address 


(1-05)  Bayswater  Street  T'" 
(1-06)  Saratoga  Street   1 


ownership 

Orient  Heights  Yacht  Club, 
Mass  Port  Authority 


435','&*00  sq.ft. 
10  acres 


,    elevation  ,         , 

low  pt.  -  sea  level 
high  pt.  -  20' 


zoning 

R-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics:       .^^^^  ^^^^^  beach.  Salt  Water  marsh  flooded  daily.     Vegetation  is 

primarily  salt  water  grasses.     Numerous  birds  feed  in  the  area. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


A  path  along  the  water's  edge  offers  views  of  Boston,  the  Harbor 
Islands,  and  Logan  Airport. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Water,  saltwater  marsh,  gravel  beach,  sloping  embankment,  path  on 
top  of  embankment. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


An  embankment  adjacent  to  Boston  Harbor. 

Scenic  views  of  the  Boston  skyline,  the  Harbor,  Winthrop,  the  Harbor 
Islands,  and  Logan  Airport. 

A  gravelly  beach  and  remnant  salt  marsh. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


6.  Accessibility: 


The  most  dominant  surrounding  land  use  is  Logan  Airport.  Residential 
communities  are  directly  to  the  North.  The  site  is  also  adjacent  to 
a  fenced  area  owned  by  the  FAA. 


Directly  accessible  from  Bayswater  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Poor.  The  embankment  is  eroding,  the  path  is  narrow  and  the  beach 
is  heavily  littered. 


8.  Potential  development: 


The  iste  has  been  proposed  for  an  open  space. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


.  <0.  Date  surveyed: 
fl      Comments: 


An  important  scenic  resource  with  a  pathway  along  the  water's  edge. 
The  site  could  serve  as  a  linear  extension  of  Belle  Isle  Marsh 
which  would  connect  with  Constitution  Beach. 

October,  1974 

The  site  serves  as  an  excellent  example  of  an  urban  water's  edge 
condition.  Opportunities  exist  for  Increased  natural  protection, 
enhancement,  and  recreational  use. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 
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site  numtjer 

105 


site  name 


district 


address 


vfft       \ 


U.S.  Naval  Reservation   East  Boston    McClellan  Highway 

ownership 


Ramada  Inns,  Inc. 


689.^9  sq.  ft.  ]oAt'°-  r  ^-'"9 

15.83  acres     high  pt.  -  29'      R-8,  M-1,  1-2 


1.  Natural  characteristic!: 


A  hurmocky  terrain  created  by  underground  tanks,  vegetated  primarily 
by  grasses  with  some  trees. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

A  spacious,  rolling  expanse  that  offers  views  of  the  Orient  Heights 
drumlin. 

3.  Diversity  within  sits: 


A  rolling,  grassy  field. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secortdary 

tertiary 


Large  grassy  field. 

Hummock  terrain. 

Views  of  the  Orient  Heights  drumlin. 


5.  Surrounding  environrrwnt: 


The  site  lies  at  the  foot  of  Orient  Heights  and  is  surrounded  on 
three  sides  by  residential  areas.  The  site  is  bissected  by  the 
B&M  Railroad  and  is  impacted  by  airport  noise. 


6.  Accessibility: 


The  site  is  directly  accessible  from  Boardman,  Addison,  Brandywine, 
and  Saratoga  Streets.  Not  easily  accessible  from  McClellan  Highway 
because  of  a  steep  slope. 

7.  Condition  of  site: 

Fair.  The  field  is  disturbed  but  stabilized. 


8.  Potential  development: 


A  shopping  and  housing  complex  has  been  proposed  for  this  area. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Important  open  space  link  between  Chelsea  Creek  and  Boston  Harbor. 


.0.  Date  surveyed: 
k      Comments: 


October,  1974 

A  chain  link  fence  surrounds  the  area. 
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site  number 

106 


site  name 


district 


address 


Chelsea  Creek  Meadows    East  Boston 


I 

1 


ownership 


size 

30.50  acres 


.  elevation  .  zoning 

low  pt.    -  30' 

high  pt.   -  5'  W-2.  1-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


'Grassy  shoreline  and  meadow.  Hummocky  topography  due  to  abandoned 
underground  oil  tanks. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

A  broad  meadow  next  to  the  Chelsea  Creek  provides  dramatic  scenic 
views  of  Boston,  Chelsea,  Revere  and  Orient  Heights. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Abandoned  railroad  right-of-way,  grassy  shoreline,  wildf lowers, 
meadow,  automobile  storage  area,  gas  stations,  and  gravel  storage. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Grassy  shoreline  of  Chelsea  Creek. 
Dramatic  views  of  surrounding  cities. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


t 


Orient  Heights,  U.S.  Naval  Reservation,  tank  farms  (north  and  south), 
McClellan  Highway. 

6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  McClellan  Highway. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Poor.  The  property  has  been  badly  littered  and  industrial  uses 
have  destroyed  the  natural  features. 


8.  Potential  development: 


An  industrial  development  has  been  proposed. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  shoreline  should  be  developed  as  a  public  right-of-way  especially 
with  access  from  the  end  of  Boardman  Street. 


.0.  Date  surveyed: 


April,  1975 


Comments: 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


f 


'site  number  '  site  name  district  address  .^Yr6 

•'^' MBTA  Extension East  Boston Bennington  Street     1 

ownership  size  elevation  zomnq 

,  ^«rt  ij    ^    low  pt.  -  15 
MBTA 1.600  linear  feet  high  pt.  -  20'      R-s 


1.  Natural  characteristics:         , 

Trees,  shrubs  and  grasses  covering  a  level  strip  of  land. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Interesting  tree  specimens.  Views  of  adjacent  tracks  and  glimpses 
of  the  downtown  skyline. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Vegetated  strip,  asphalt  pavement,  chain  link  fences  separate  tracks 
from  site. 

4.  Characteristics: 

pfjmary  Links  Logan  Airport  and  Constitution  Beach. 

secondary  TreeS . 

tertiary  Paved    path. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Tracks  lie  adjacent  to  the  easement.  A  residential  area  is  to  the 
southeast. 


6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Coleridge  Street  and  Constitution  Beach, 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

The  trees  are  in  good  condition.  Pavement  is  also  in  good  condition, 


8.  Potential  development: 

Low. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

Serves  as  link  between  Wood  Island  Bay  Marsh  and  Constitution  Beach. 


,10.  Date  surveyed:  QctOber,    1974 

f^       Commanti: 

Path  should  be  linked  to  MDC  beach  bikeways.     The  site  formerly 
served  as  easement  for  the  Navy's  underground  utilities. 
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site  number 

108 


site  name 


district 


address 


w«M 


Wood  Island  Bay  Marsh 


East  Boston    Neptune  Rd./MBTA  Easement'  1 


t 


ownership 

Mass  Port  Authority 


51^6  elevation 

13,968.025  sq.   ft.    low  pt.   -  1' 
320  acres       high  pt.-  27' 


zoning 

M-1.  W-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

» 

Saltwater  wetland,  daily  and  seasonally  flooded.  Saltwater  sedges 
and  grasses  vegetate  the  site.  Numerous  birds  feed  in  the  area. 
A  man-made  sea  wall  has  been  erected. 

2.  Visual  characterlstlcs: 

Wide  expanse  of  marsh.  Excellent  for  viewing  waterfowl,  Logan 
Airport  and  Harbor  Islands. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Interspersion  of  water  and  marsh  grasses,  mudflats,  shoreline. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Coastal  wetland. 

Wildlife  habitat. 

Views  of  Boston  Harbor,  Harbor  Islands,  Boston,  East  Boston. 


m 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

The  site  adjoins  the  railroad  easement  (site  #1-07)  and  is  also 
directly  adjacent  to  Logan  Airport.  The  northwest  portion  is  fill 
and  there  is  dumping  in  this  same  area. 

6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Neptune  Road  and  Coleridge  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Good.  Main  portion  of  marsh  is  in  excellent  condition.  There  is 
storm  drainage,  fill,  and  dumping  in  the  northwest  portion  of  the 
site.  The  shoreline  is  disturbed. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Proposed  development  of  the  edge  of  the  site  threatens  the  marshland. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


A  prime  wildlife  refuge,  marine  habitat  and  educational  resource. 
The  site  is  essential  to  the  ecological  balance  between  the  Harbor 
and  the  adjoining  marshes. 

0.  Date  surveyed:  OctOber,    1974 

i)j     Comment.:         j^^  ^^^^  ^^   Important  as  a  natural  area  link  in  East  Boston.  Storm 

drainage  has  rendered  the  near  shore  portion  of  the  marsh  lifeless. 
A  stone  wall  separates  the  filled  portion  of  the  site  from  the 
remaining  marsh.  The  site  1s,  after  Belle  Isle,  one  of  the  largest 

rpmaln-Inn   gait  mar<;hp«t   ar>ri   npan   gpara    ^n    Rnc^np . 
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site  number 


site  name 


109 


Condor  Street  Beach 


district 

East  Boston 


address 

Condor  Street 


ownership  -«4'^Srr  ^  ^   elevation 

N.England  Telephone  &  Telegraph     388,255  sq.  ft.  low  pt.  -  5 
Boston  Sand  &  Gravel.  Francis  P.  Rich  8.9  acres     high  pt.  -  42' 


zoning 

M-1,  W-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


.A  salt  water  gravel  beach  and  a  vacant  lot. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Scenic  views  of- Chelsea  River,  Chelsea,  Orient  Heights,  and  marine- 
related  activity.  The  beach  is  not  visible  from  the  sidewalk  because 
of  a  five  foot  high  granite  wall. 

3.  Oiversity  within  site: 

Shoreline,  gravel  beach,  vacant  lot. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 
secondary 
tertiary 


An  accessible  portion  of  shoreline  of  the  Chelsea  River. 

Polluted  beach  and  dumping  site.  Old  barges  docked  at  the  eastern 

end  of  the  beach. 
Scenic  views  of  marine  activity  along  the  Chelsea  River  and  Chelsea 
— shoreline. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


* 


6.  Accessibility: 


The  area  is  primarily  industrial  with  heavily-used  roads.  A 
residential  area  and  a  park  border  the  site  to  the  south. 


Directly  accessible  from  Condor  Street.  A  granite  wall  prohibits 
access  to  the  beach. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Poor.  Heavy  dumping  takes  place  on  the  eastern  part  of  the  site. 
The  beach  and  the  water  are  heavily  polluted. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Pressure  has  been  exerted  to  fill  the  area  and  develop  it  as  an 
industrial  facility. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


One  of  the  last  stretches  of  undeveloped  shoreline  along  the  Chelsea 
River  in  Boston. 


3.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


October,  iy/4  ~~~ 

Due  to  the  proximity  of  residences  and  parkland  this  site  should  be 
considered  for  recreational  uses.  The  site  should  be  considered  as 
an  extension  of  the  adjacent  recreational  facility. 
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site  number 

1-10 


site  name  district 

Condor  Street  Overlook   East  Boston 


address 

Border  Street 


1 


ownership 

Taylor,  Woodrow,  Blitman 
Construction  Co^ 


.,--.    Ann  £j.  ,      elevation  zoning 

453,000  sq.  ft.   low  pt.  -  sea  level 

10.4  acres high  pt.-  15'        W-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


*A  total  mudflat  with  a  15'  high  man-made  granite  sea  wall. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

The  site  offers  scenic  views  of  river-related  activity  including 
the  Chelsea  shipyards. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Primarily  a  gravel  covered  vacant  lot,  with  portions  of  tidal  flat, 
and  a  sea  wall. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Tidal  mudflats  and  submerged  barges. 

Scenic  overlook  of  Mystic  River  and  Chelsea  River. 

Old  sea  walls. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


A  gas  station  to  the  east,  old  barges  to  the  north,  East  Boston 
housing  development  to  the  south,  and  Harbor  to  the  west. 


6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Condor  and  Border  Streets. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Poor.  The  granite  seawall  is  in  excellent  condition.  There  is 
a  deteriorating  chainlink  fence  on  top  of  it.  Gravel  and  scrub 
growth  cover  the  area  at  the  street  level. 


8.  Potential  development: 


High. 


9.  SignificarKS  of  lite: 


An  important  visual  easement  for  Border  and  Condor  Streets, 


0.  Date  surveyed: 


Comments: 


I 


October,  1976 

Serves  as  an  important  overlook  for  the  adjacent  and  nearby 
residents. 
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site  number 

1-11 


site  name  district  address 

Governor's  Island; 
Governor's  Island  Cove    East  Boston    Logan  Airport 


'1 


ownership 

Mass  Port  Authority 


size  elevation  zoning 

8,842,080  sq.ft.   low  pt.  -  sea  level 

2Q3  acres       high  pt.-  15' Unzoned 


'    1.  Natural  characteristics: 

A  sheltered  tidal  cove  and  saltwater  marsh.     The  marsh  is  vegetated 
primarily  with  marsh  grass.     Numerous  birds  can  be  seen  on  the  site. 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

The  enclosed  marsh  area  offers  views  of  Harbor  Islands,  Boston  and 
Winthrop. 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 

A  tidal  marsh  covered  with  marsh  grasses.     Variety  of  birds. 

4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 

Salt  marsh. 
Sheltered  cove. 
Airport  edge. 

5.  Surrounding  environment: 

The  marsh  is  directly  adjacent  to  Logan  Airport. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Accessible  only  by  airport  security  road  and  boat. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


The  site  is  dominated  by  airport  activity.  The  marsh  is  in  fairly 
good  condition  but  the  edge  has  been  encroached  upon  by  fill. 


8.  Potential  development: 


It  has  been  proposed  that  the  area  be  filled  for  runway  extensions. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

An  example  of  a  disappearing  natural  resource.  An  important  habitat 
for  birds  and  fish. 

0.  Date  surveyed:  OctOber,    1974 

|„      Comments: 

')  The  cove  is  an  important  shellfish  breeding  habitat  and  is  extensively 

worked.  The  economic  benefits  derived  from  the  uses  of  this  area 
are  irreplacible  within  the  Boston  metropolitan  area. 
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site  number 

1-12 


site  name 


"Golden  Stairs" 


district 

East  Boston 


address 


Ida,  Brigham 
&  Ruth  Streets 


I 

1 


ownership 

City  of  Boston  Real 
Property  Department 


size 

7,272  sq.ft. 
.16  acres 


,      elevation    ^^, 
low  pt.    -  20' 

high  pt.-  64' 


zoning 

M-2.  H-I 


1 .  Natural  characteristics: 


An  empty  lot  with  scrub  growth  and  a  steeply  sloping  eroded 
embankment. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Scenic  views  of  Boston  Harbor  and  the  Boston  skyline  from  the 
vacant  lot  and  the  adjoining  street. 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Primarily  a  vacant  lot. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Scenic  views  of  Boston  Harbor  and  the  downtown  Boston  skyline. 

Historic  cobblestone  street  and  granite  stairs. 

Vacant  lot  on  southern  part  of  site,  this  land  was  part  of  the 
original  land  area  of  East  Boston  (Noodles  Island). 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

Historic  Brophy  Park  can  be  seen  to  the  north.  Residential  areas 
j  are  on  three  sides.  Mass  Port  property  is  to  the  south  separated 

by  Marginal  Road. 

6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Marginal  Road  and  Webster  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

The  cobble  street  is  in  good  condition  but  the  granite  stairs  are 
in  poor  condition.  The  vacant  lot  has  been  used  for  dumping. 


8.  Potential  development: 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


0.  Data  surveyed: 
Comments: 


L 


The  site  has  been  recommended  for  a  park  by  the  East  Boston  Land 
Use  Committee. 


Overlooks  Boston  Harbor  and  offers  significant  views. 


October,  1974 

The  site  can  become  an  important  park  for  the  neighborhood. 
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s'te  name 


district 


~Z        ' l^fstic  Overlook  """^^ 


«/r 


high 


^*S'9ra's°st^  "'-"^'^e  vegetated  by  Ash 


Pt.-  100' 


H-1 


2-  Visual  charscteri; 


^"^  ^Tlanthus  trees 


eristics; 


and 


"""ra]  M„,(^^  ^^^^^^^ 


""f^tfng  to  ,nte„se  i 


^^"^"^isfwssnsr 


"'ii'strfal  uses. 


in  site: 


lt%t""---e.,e„se  scrub  woodlan,    . 

'^"*^'  dumped  debris    d«^     • 

^-  c.^;;;^;^^;-^-— -_  ^^tenorated 

Primary  Hillside 

Views  fro.  the  top 


^tertiary  <=    tOp   of   the   Hf]]    to   £veref.      ru 

'• '"^^^^^^^^^^i^'^iii^^ ^-^-__  "'  ^'^^'^ea.  Mystic  Ri- 


ver. 


Church,  cemetery. 


•   J  6-  Accessibility: 
y/    I 


'"^"  '"^'  ^'~.  North  «ea.e  Street. 


°'>ect]y  accessib] 


'  ^'°'"  ''°^th  Meade  Street 


7-  Condition  of 


site: 


Poor. 


heavily  dumped 


3irea. 


^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^i^^iH^. 


Unknown. 


^'s^'ificiiiirSfliS? 


Comments: 


^  natura]  hillside 


Offering  scenic  vT 


c  views, 


April, 
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site  number  site  name  district  address  ward 

^'\J^  Schraft's  Cove        Charlestown      983  Main  Street      2 


ownership  AZZ^StO    Sq.    ft.  1(5^^?H?:  -    15'  ^°"'"9 

tf|/.F.  Schraft  &  Sons  Corp. 9.69  acres high  pt.-  17' W-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

A  salt  water  tidal  cove  of  the  Mystic  River. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Heavily  industrialized  river  shoreline  with  views  of  maritime  activity. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Gravel  and  debris  along  the  beach,  rip-rap  along  several  sections 
of  the  cove,  dumping  throughout  the  site. 


4.  Characteristics: 

p,i„3^  Natural  tidal  cove, 

secondary  Gravel  and  sand  beach. 

tertiary 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

Playground,  industrial  buildings,  parking  lot. 


# 


6.  Accessibility: 

Area  is  fenced  -  inaccessible.  Access  could  be  established  from  the 
seawall  of  the  adjacent  playground. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Poor. 


8.  Potential  development: 

High. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

The  site  is  the  only  remaining  natural  edge  along  the  Mystic  River 
in  Boston. 


jj,  Date  surveyed:  April,    1975 

Comments: 

The  site  could  be  programmed  as  a  public  beach  (with  no  swinging) 
of  the  adjacent  playground. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 
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site  number  site  name  district  address  ward 

^'\JO Charlestown  Overlook    Charlestown 43  Meade  Street 2 

°''"'^'''P  30,0de'sq.  ft.    lovf'iyt\'°"-  50'        ^°^^ 

&  private  individual  owners    0.69  acres      high  pt.-lOO'        H-1 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

A  grass  and  shrub  covered  south-facing  hillside.  Perennials  have 
been  planted. 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

The  site  offers  views  of  Bunker  Hill  monument.  North  End,  downtown 
Boston,  and  Cambridge. 


3.  Diversity  within  site : 

Shrubs,  grass  and  a  stairway,  stairs  built  into  the  hillside. 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary  An  undeveloped  portion  of  a  drumlin. 

secondary  Scenic  views  of  the  City. 

tertiary 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

IP  School,  funeral  home,  residential 


6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Meade  Street,  Auburn  Street  and  Wall  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Fair,  large  amount  of  rubble  on  the  lower  part  of  the  slope.  Severe 
erosion  at  the  eastern  end. 


8.  Potential  development: 

Low. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

The  site  is  one  of  the  most  spectacular  viewing  sites  in  Boston 
and  can  be  associated  with  events  during  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill 


)p|0.  Date  surveyed:  April,    1975 


Comments: 


The  site  has  potential  for  becoming  a  linear  overlook  park. 
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site  number 

801 


site  name 


district 


address 


ward 


Turnpike  Overlook 


ownership 

\nderson  Power  Products.  Inc. 


AUston/Brighton         145  Newton  Street 22_ 

size  elevation  zoning 


312,486  sq.  ft.    low  pt.  -  36' 
7.17  acres high  pt.-  75' 


M-1 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Sloping  terrain  vegetated  with  grasses  and  specimen  trees, 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site : 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


The  site  offers  an  excellent  view  of  the  Chalres  River,  however, 
there  is  the  visual  intrusion  of  the  Mass.  Pike. 


Grass  and  trees. 


Grassy  slope  offering  views  of  the  Charles  River 

Visual  and  noise  impact  of  the  Mass.  Pike. 
Specimen  trees. 


5.  Surrounding  environment  : 


6.  Accessibility: 


Residential  single  family  and  garden  apartments;  Mass  Pike  to  the 
north;  light  industry  to  the  northwest. 


Directly  accessible  from  Newton  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Good 


8.  Potential  development: 


Development  is  feasible. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  serves  as  a  buffer  area  between  the  Mass.  Pike  and  the 
surrounding  residential  area. 


ik     ]■  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


October,  1974 

The  site  has  potential  for  recreational  use  and  should  continue  to 
functions  as  a  noise  and  visual  buffer  zone. 
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site  number 

802 


site  name 


district 


address 


ward 


Crittendon  Hospital 


AlTston/ Brighton 


10  Perthshire  Street    22 


ownership 


y^lorence  Crittendon  League 


,.-«  *J^«?«      ,       .elevation 

152,460  sq.  ft.    low  pt.  -  60' 
3.03  acres high  pt.-130' 


zoning 

R-8 


1.  Natural  characteristics 


Wooded  hillside  containing  several  specimen  Beech  trees.  The  site 
provides  a  bird  and  maranal  habitat  and  feeding  area. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Views  of  the  drumlin  hills  to  the  southwest  are  seen  from  the  scenic 
wooded  slope  bordering  the  Crittendon  Hospital. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Wooded  sloping  and  terraced  terrain. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Sloping  and  terraced  hillside  offering  views  to  the  southwest. 

Deciduous  woods  with  large  specimen  Beech  trees. 

The  nature  deciduous  trees  are  remnants  of  a  formal  garden. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Residential  and  institutional 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Adair  Street  and  Dunboy  Streets. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good 


8.  Potential  development: 


High;  proposed  elderly  housing  site. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Scenic  woods. 


12-  Date  surveyed: 
*    Comments: 


October,  1974 

Natural  characteristics  of  site  merit  conservation;  the  property  was 
originally  a  formally  landscaped  garden  of  an  estate  which  is  presently 
housed  in  the  Hospital  building. 
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site  number 

804 


site  name 


Cenacles 


district 


address 


Allston/Brighton   Larch  Street 


ward 


22 


•l 


ownership  __-siz.e,_  ..  ,     elevation.  -d  zoning 

762,077  sq.ft.   low  point   75 
Boston  Ecclesiastic  Society     17.50  acres     high  point  170'    S-5,  R-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

The  site  comprises  one-half  of  a  drumlin.  It  is  vegetated  by  woods, 
meadow,  lawn  and  specimen  trees.  Birds  and  mammals  can  be  found  on 
the  site. 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Hill  is  topped  by  a  Sugar  Maple  grove  and  an  adjoining  field.  Scenic 
views  of  the  surrounding  area,  Cambridge  and  Boston. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Sugar  Maple  grove,  open  field,  Oak  woods,  landscaped  terrace. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Druml in-shaped  hill  setting. 

High  quality  vegetation. 

Views  to  Winchester  Hills,  Cambridge,  Boston,  and  Chandler's  Pond. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Primarily  residential.  A  seminary  is  located  on  the  site.  Chandler's 
Pond  is  directly  to  the  south. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Bostonia  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Excellent 


8.  Potential  development: 


High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


High  scenic  value  as  well  as  a  geologically  significant  landform. 


# 


Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


October,  1974 

Exhibits  high  potential  for  conservation  and  passive  recreation. 
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■site  number 

805 


site  name 


Victory  Gardens 


district  address  ward 

Allston/Brighton    Commonwealth  Ave.     21 


ownership 

1P^    Continental  Wingate  Co. 


64,^^5  sq.ft.  loSl^TOt     145' 

1.48  acres  high  point  150' 


zoning 

H-3 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Flat  site  has  been  cultivated  for  victory  garden  use.  Specimen 
Sugar  Maple  trees  grow  along  the  edge  of  the  site.  Birds  and 
mammals  observed  on  the  site. 


Vegetables  and  flower  gardens  enhance  a  well  used  open  space. 
Opening  between  large  White  Pines  offer  views  of  the  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir. 


Garden  plots,  rows  of  trees,  blackberry  patch.  Level  terrain. 


Eleven  mature  Sugar  Maple  trees. 
Flower  and  vegetable  plantings. 
View  of  reservoir. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


# 


6.  Accessibility: 


Reservoir  to  the  south,  residential  on  all  other  sides.  Site  is 
adjacent  to  the  intersection  of  Commonwealth  Avenue  and  Chestnut 
Hill  Avenue. 


Directly  accessible  from  Commonwealth  and  Chestnut  Hill  Avenue. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Sugar  Maple  trees  are  in  excellent  condition. 


8.  Potential  development: 


High;  a  15  story  elderly  housing  development  has  been  proposed. 


■,  u. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Important  neighborhood  gathering  space. 


0 


■  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


October,  1974 

The  site  should  be  a  permanent  neighborhood  victory  garden.  The 
city  has  installed  an  irrigation  system  for  the  garden. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


/'site  number 

806 


site  name 


district 


address 


Mt.  St.   Joseph  Academy 


• 


ownership 

Congregational  Sisters 
of  St.  Joseph 


Allston/Brighton   625  Cambridge  St. 

zoning 

R-5 


ward      ^ 


21 


_       size  elevation 

283,006  sq.ft.    low  point  34' 
6.50  acres       high  point  65' 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Landscaped  gently  sloping  hillside.  A  formal  double  row  of 
Norway  Maple  trees  line  the  driveway. 


Grassy  open  space  planted  with  specimen  trees.  Landscaped 
institutional  buildings. 


Grass,  trees,  institutional  buildings,  tennis  courts, 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Large  open  space. 

Sloping  terrain. 

Double  row  of  Norway  Maple  trees, 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


• 


Institutional  buildings  are  on  the  site;  the  surrounding  area 
is  residential. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Cambridge  Street  and  North  Beacon  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Excellent 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Landscaped  open  space. 


f 


y  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


October,  1974 

The  area  is  currently  used  for  recreation  for  the  school.  It  has 
potential  for  neighborhood  recreational  use. 
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/site  number 

807 


site  name 


district 


address 


Kennedy  Rock 


AUston/Brighton        30  Warren  Street 


3^d      \ 


21 


ownership 

Francican  Missionaries  of 
United  States  of  America 


87.W0  sq.ft.       low'poln?       80' 
2.00  acres  high  point  130' 


zoning 

H-1 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

Massive  granite  rock  outcropping  rise  above  a  level  wooded  strip 
of  land.  Oaks  grow  out  of  the  rocks.  The  hospital  side  of  the  site 
is  landscaped. 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Massive  rock  outcropping  with  deciduous  trees. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Rocks,  deciduous  trees,  flat  terrain,  birds. 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary 

secondary 
tertiary 

5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Granite  rock  outcropping. 
Oak  and  a  variety  of  smaller  trees. 

Views  of  Cambridge,  Arlington,  and  Brighton  from  the  top  of  the  rock 
outcropping. 


Hospital  to  the  southeast,  residential  to  the  northwest. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Cambridge  and  Warren  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good 


8.  Potential  development: 


Low 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Highly  scenic  and  geological  significant. 


i 


ly  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


October,  1974 

The  site  should  become  conservation  land  and  be  used  for 
educational  and  recreational  purposes. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


''site  number  site  name  district  address  ward 

O'UO         Leamington  Rock      Allston/Brighton   Leamington  Road     21 


ownership  size  elevatipn         .^^,  zoning 

20,779  s.f.     low  point  150' 
Private  Individuals 0.47  acres      high  point  205'      R-5 


1 .  Natural  characteristics: 

Hillside  with  large  granite  rock  outcroppings. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

A  natural  area  which  adds  diversity  to  its  residential  surroundings, 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Rocky  wooded  hillside. 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary  Hillside 

secondary        Rock  outcroppings  rising  approximately  40'  above  Leamington  Road. 

tertiary 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

t.  Residential 


6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Leamington  Road. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Good 


8.  Potential  development: 

Low 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

The  only  remaining  natural  area  in  a  densely  developed  residential 
cormunity. 


A  Date  surveyed:  OctOber,    1974 


Comments: 

High  conservation  and  recreation  potential. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


L 


'site  number 

809 


site  name  district  address  ward 

St.  John's  Seminary     Allston/Brighton   2121  Commonwealth  St.  22 


ownership  size  elevation 

1,840,306  s.f.    low  point  56' 
Boston  Eccles  Society    42.25  acres high  point  172' 


zoning 


R-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Grass  covered  rolling  terrain.  Landscaped  with  specimen  trees, 
woodland  areas  and  an  orchard. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Level  and  sloping  topography,  specimen  trees.  Landscaped  setting 
of  institutional  buildings. 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Hillsides,  level  fields,  grass,  specimen  trees,  birds.  Institutional 
buildings  and  play  fields. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Open  grass  fields  and  hillsides. 

Landscaping 

Intensively  used  recreational  facilities, 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


t 


Residential  and  institutional  (schools) 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Lake  Street,  Commonwealth  Avenue  and 
Foster  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Excellent 


8.  Potential  development: 


Possible  development  in  recreational  fields. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Large  landscaped  open  space  and  recreational  facilities, 


ft    Date  surveyed:  OctOber,    1974 

Comments:        j^g  g^-^g  j^gg  potential  as  a  park  area.  The  Seminary  informally 

permits  the  surrounding  community  to  use  the  recreational  facilities 
and  open  spaces. 
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site  number  site  name  district  address  ward 

O'  '^       Foster  Street  Hill     Allston/Brighton    172  Foster  Street     22 


ownership                                              size  elevation                                    zoning 

Hi)                            249,464  s.f.  low  point   95' 

^'        Franciscan  Missionary  Sisters   5.73  acres      high  point  170' S^^5 

1.  Natural  characteristics: 

Rock  outcropping  on  hillside,  woodland,  specimen  trees,  birds  and 
mammals. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Dramatic  hillside  covered  with  rock  outcroppings  and  woodland. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Rock  outcroppings,  deciduous  trees,  steeply  sloping  terrain. 


4.  Characteristics:  ^  .,.,,.,         -,.  ^       ^, 

Scemc  hillside  offering  views  to  the  southwest. 

primary  ^ 

secondary  Woodland. 


tertiary  Rock   OUtcroppingS. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

■fjjlj  Franciscan  Mission  sits  at  foot  of  hill.  Residential  area  surrounds 

^  the  site  on  all  other  sides. 


6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Foster  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Excellent 


8.  Potential  development: 

Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  adjoins  the  Foster  Street  rock  outcropping  and  meadow 
(site  #8.12). 


1^1  Date  surveyed:  October,    1974 

Comments:        -["l^g  5^^g  ^^^  potential  as  a  conservation  area. 
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^site  number  site  name  district  address  ward      \ 

8-11 

^        Oakland  Quarry AUston/Brighton      Brook  Street 22 

ownership  size  elevation  zoning 

|,       Jewish  Community  Housing    98,010  s.f.     low  point  115' 

':; for  Elderly,  Inc. 2.25  acres high  point  125' R-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

Remnant  of  a  quarry,  vegetated  by  occasional  trees  and  shrubs, 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Massive  rock  with  stepply  sloping  face  due  to  previous  quarrying 
operations. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Rock,  trees,  scrub  vegetation. 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary  Steeply  Sloping  rock  ledge. 

secondary 
tertiary 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

^i  Housing  at  top  and  bottom  of  ledge. 


6.  Accessibility: 

Only  access  is  through  private  yards. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Excellent 


8.  Potential  development: 

Low 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

Open  space  in  a  well  built-up  area. 


• 


D«.«,r,ey«l:  October.  1974 

Comments: 


The  site  has  poor  access.  Potential  for  conservation. 


BOSTON  I IRRAN  Wll  n<;  <^l  IRVFV 
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/'site  number 

8-12 


site  name 


district 


address 


wa 


^d~~A 


Foster  Street  Rock 


Allston/Brighton    188  Foster  Street    21 


ownership  size 

218,043  s.f. 
Roman  Catholic  Archdiocese    5.00  acres 


elevation  zoning 

low  point     100' 

high  point  130'         R-5.S-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Roches  moutonnees,  oak  and  birch  woodland,  meadow,  birds  and 
mammals,  and  an  unpaved  road. 


Smooth  rock  outcroppings  surrounded  by  trees,  a  meadow,  and 
tennis  courts. 


3  distinct  areas:  rock  outcropping;  meadow;  woodland.  A  tennis 
court/parking  lot  is  also  on  the  site. 


Roches  moutonnees  with  striations  show  evidence  of alaciation 
processes.  ^ 

Trees  and  meadow. 

Views  of  the  hillside  to  the  north. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


6.  Accessibility: 


Primarily  residential,  site  also  adjoins  undeveloped  hillside 
(site  8-10). 


Accessible  from  Foster  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Excellent 


8.  Potential  development: 


High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


High  geological  and  scenic  value. 


^.  Date  surveyed:  OctOber,    1974 

Comments:        j^g  field  has  recreational  potential.  The  rock  outcroppings  should 

become  conservation  land.  The  residents  of  Pama  Gardens  to  the  south 
use  the  site  for  recreational  purposes  (picnics,  berrypi eking, 
walking)  and  have  initiated  clean-up  programs. 
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/'site  number 

8-13 


site  name 


district 


Wallingford  Rock 


Allston/Brighton 


address  ward 

Between  Wallingford 

Rd.  &  Chestnut  Hill  Ave.  21 


City  of  Boston '^Parks  Dept.)  &   l^b^680  s.f.   low^pofnt  150' 
Jewish  Com.  Housing  for  Elderly  3.00  acres    high  point  184' 


zoning 

R-5 


1   N3tijr3l  chsrdctcristics' 

A  large  linear  rock  outcropping  forming  a  ledge  on  one  side  and 
sloping  steeply  on  the  other  side  to  a  leval  open  field.  Deciduous 
trees  vegetate  the  area  adjacent  to  the  rock.  Birds  and  mammals 
were  observed  on  the  site. 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Massive  rock  outcroppings  gives  visual  focal  point  to  the  area. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Tree  covered  rock  outcropping,  open  field. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Rock  outcropping  offering  views  to  nearby  hills. 

Grassy  field. 

Deciduous  trees  on  rocks. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

'^^  Parking  lot  to  the  east,  housing  for  the  elderly  on  all  other 


sides. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  an  unnamed  street  off  Chestnut  Hill  Avenue. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Good 


8.  Potential  development: 


High'  pressure  to  develop  part  of  the  site  for  more  elderly  housing. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

Scenic  and  geological  value. 


• 


Date  surveyed:  October,    1974 

Comments:  le\je]  area  has  potential  for  recreational  development.  The  rock 

outcropping  should  become  conservation  land. 
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''site  number 

8-14 


site  name 

Euston  Path  Rock 


district 

Allston/Brighton 


address  ward 

Netting  Hill  Road 

and  Euston  Road       21 


ownership  size 

City  of  Boston  (Real  Property)  30,623  s.f. 
Private  individual  owners.     .67  acres 


elevation 

low  point  175 
high  point  220' 


zoning 


R-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


A  hillside  with  rock  outcroppings.  Deciduous  trees  vegetate  the 
hillside. 


Rocky,  wooded  hillside.  Views  of  Brookline  and  Boston  can  be* 
created  be  selectively  thinning  trees. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Steep  slope,  rocks,  trees. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Rocky  hillside. 
Deciduous  woods. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


• 


Residential,  single  family  houses  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  apartment 
building  at  the  foot  of  the  hill. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Euston  Road  and  Nottinghill  Road. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Fair;  there  are  problems  with  erosion. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Low 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Scenic  open  space. 


f.  Date  surveyed:  OctOber,    1974 

Comments:        Site  hds  potential  for  conservation.  The  pathway  easement  could  be 

reestablished  as  a  walkway  so  that  people  could  have  a  more  direct 
route  to  Commonwealth  Avenue. 
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/'site  number 


site  name 


901 


Harvard  Quarry 


district 

'  Jamaica  Plain/ 
Mission  Hill 


address 

St.  Alphonsus  St. 
Alleghany  St. 


ward 


10 


• 


ownership 

Harvard  College 


size 

287,188  sq.  ft, 
6.59  acres 


elevation 

low  pt.    "55' 

high  pt.   118' 


zoning 

H-1.   L-1,   H-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


A  grassy  plateau  stands  above  a  steep  rock  escarpment  and 
an  abandoned  rock  quarry. 


2.  Visual  characteristics:     ii 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


The  rock  escarpment  and  abandoned  rock  quarry  give  the  area 
a  scenic,  wild  landscape  appearance.  The  site  offers  views 
of  Downtown,  South  Boston  and  Brookline. 


Rock  escarpment,  abandoned  rock  quarry,  grassy  plateau. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Rock  escarpment  of  Roxbury  puddingstone. 
Abandoned  quarry. 

Plateau  offering  scenic  views  of  Boston. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


1> 


A  residential  area  is  to  the  south.  Light  industry  and 
commercial  areas  are  to  the  west,  east  and  north. 


6.  Accessibility: 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


8.  Potential  development: 


The  site  is  fenced  but  it  is  easily  accessible  from  Brigham 
Circle  and  adjacent  streets. 


Excellent 


Development  of  the  plateau  and  quarry  has  been  proposed  by 
Harvard  College 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Scenic  views  as  well  as  geological  characteristics  merit 
preservation.  The  site  has  excellent  opportunities  for 
recreation." 


(|^B|.  Date  surveyed: 


Comments: 


November,   1976 

Historic  photos  taken  from  the  site  over  one  hundred  years  ago 
show  the  development  of  the  Fens. 
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site  number 

902 


site  name 


Alleghany  Street  I 


district  address  ward 

Jamaica  Plain/     Alleghany,  Alphonsus, 
Mission  Hill      and  Pontiac  Streets     10 


# 


ownership 


Harvard  College 


~    ^Sjze  elevation 

8,868  sq.  ft.    low  pt.  105' 
0.20  acres     high  pt.  110' 


zoning 


H-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Rock  outcropping,  mature  Oak  trees, 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


The  site  offers  scenic  views  to  sites  #9-01  and  9-03.  The  rock 
outcropping  has  been  artisticly  painted. 


Rock  outcropping,  grass  area,  mature  Oak  trees,  unpaved  road. 


Unpaved  street  along  rock  outcroppings. 

Rock  outcroppings  and  grass  lawn. 

The  site  physically  and  visually  links  sites  #9-01  and  #9-03. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


0 


Residential  development  and  light  industrial  areas  surround 
the  site. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Alphonsus  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


8.  Potential  development: 


The  general  condition  is  good  but  the  unpaved  street  has  poor 
drainage  and  water  collects  in  pot  holes. 


Unkown;  paving  of  road  is  unlikely. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


This  site  physically  links  sites  #9-01  and  #9-03. 


Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


November,  1976 
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^%\xs  number 

903 


site  name 


district 


address 


Alleghany  Street  II 


Jamaica  Plain/ 
Mission  Hill 


Alleghany  &  Pontiac 
Streets.  Deele  Aven 


Ufi_ 


ward 

_1Q_ 


# 


ownership 

Boston  Society  of 
Redemption  Fathers 


size 

42,470  sq.   ft. 
0.97  acres 


elevation 

low  pt.     70' 
high  pt.   122' 


zoning 

H-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Grass  plateau,  rock  ledge  and  escarpment  which  are  remnants 
of  a  quarry.  Woodland  covers  part  of  the  plateau. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


The  rock  escarpment  adds  an  element  of  contrast  to  the  neighborhood. 
The  site  offers  views  of  the  neighborhood  and  Downtown  Boston. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Escarpment,  ledge,  grassy  plateau,  flat  area  at  base  of  escarpment 
and  wooded  knoll. 


50  foot  high  rock  escarpment  and  ledge. 
Scenic  views  from  plateau. 
Wooded  hummocky  plateau. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


A  primarily  residential  area  surrounds  the  site.  A  light  industrial 
area  to  the  west. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Pontiac  Street  and  Delle  Avenue. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Fair,  the  flat  area  adjacent  to  Pontiac  Street  is  used  as  a 
dump  site. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Low 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


r#? 


Combination  of  rock  escarpment,  ledge,  and  grassy  plateau  creates 
a  unique  open  space. 


-■  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


November,  1974 

Grass  plateau  functions  as  a  neighborhood  play  area,  vegetable 
gardens  have  been  established  along  Delle  Avenue. 
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site  number 

904 


site  name 


Judge  street 


district 

Jamaica  Plain/ 
Mission  Hill 


address 


ward 


Calumet  St. ,  Judge 

St..  Parker  Hill  Ave.  10 


# 


ownership  size  elevation 

18,957  sq.  ft.     low  pt.  150' 
Private  Individual  Owners   0.44  acres high  pt.  175' 


zoning 


R-8 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


A  sloping  meadow  near  the  top  of  Parker  Hill. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


The  site  offers  scenic  views  of  the  spires  of  Mission  Church 
on  Tremont  Street. 


Primarily  sloping  meadow. 


Scenic  vistas. 
Sloping  grassy  lot. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


» 


Residential  areas  to  the  west,  north,  and  east.  A  public  park 
(Parker  Hill  Playground)  is  on  top  of  the  hill  to  the  south. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Parker  Hill  Avenue  and  Alphonsus  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good 


8.  Potential  development: 


Housing  could  be  developed  compatibly  on  part  of  the  site. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  scenic  views  from  this  hillside  location  should  be  kept 
accessible  for  the  public. 


\'.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


November,  1974 

Conservation  of  the  site  or  the  establishment  of  an  easement  would 
preserve  the  visual  and  physical  connection  among  sites  #9-01,  9-02, 
and  9-03,  and  the  playground  on  the  top  of  the  Rill. 
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/^site  number 

905 


site  name 


"Back  of  the  Hi  IT 


district 

Jamaica  Plain/ 
Mission  Hill 


address 


Col  burn  Street 


ward     ^ 


10 


ownership 

Lahe.y  Clinic  Foundation 


size 

352,881  sq.  ft. 
8.10  acres 


elevation 

low  pt.     52' 
high  pt.   185' 


zoning 


L-1,   H-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


An  abandoned  quarry  comprised  of  a  gently  sloping  field  vegetated 
with  volunteer  trees,  a  rocky  more  steeply  sloping  area,  and  a 
paved  area  at  the  top  of  the  site  occuping  the  hillside  location. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


The  site  is  visually  prominent  from  surrounding  streets.  The 
site  offers  vistas  of  the  Olmsted  Park,  the  Arnold  Arboretum, 
Brookline  and  the  Blue  Hills  Reservation  from  the  top  of  the 
hill. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Gently  sloping  to  steeply  sloping  hillside;  a  level  area  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  hill;  boulders;  rocky,  grassy,  and  wooded 
areas. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Abandoned  quarry. 

Scenic  vistas  from  the  top  of  the  site. 

Severely  eroding  sand  and  gravel  hillside. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


01 


Residential  areas,  hospitals,  and  vacant  land. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Heath  and  Huntington  Avenues. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good.  Erosion  on  the  steeper  slopes  is  severe, 
is  becoming  vegetated  with  trees. 


The  open  field 


8.  Potential  development: 


Development  would  be  difficult  because  of  the  steep  slopes. 
Serious  erosion  problems  could  make  any  development  hazardous. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


K  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


Proximity  to  Olmsted  Park  System  and  Parker  Hill  playground 
establishes  the  site  as  an  important  physical  and  visual  link 
between  these  two  areas. 


November,  1974 


The  slope  of 


Opportunities  for  recreational  and  educational  uses  exist.  The  slop 
the  quarry  needs  protection  due  to  its  reosion  potential.  Access  to 
the  level  area  at  the  top  of  the  site  should  be  maintained  because  of 
the  scenic  views  this  area  offers. 
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''site  number 

907 


site  name 


Cranston  Street 


district  address  ward 

Jamaica  Plain/     Opposite  3 

Mission  Hill       Cranston  Street      19 


# 


ownership  size  elevation 

City  of  Boston         8,935  sq.ft.     low  pt.  100' 
(Real  Property  Dept.)    0.20  acres high  pt.  140' 


zonrng 

R-8 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Steeply  sloping  grassy  hillside. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


An  open  area  within  a  densely  built  up  residential  area  offers 
scenic  views  of  surrounding  neighborhoods. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Grassy  hillside. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Undeveloped  hillside. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Single  family  and  triple  decker  residential  neighborhood. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Cranston  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  provides  a  scenic  open  space  within  a  densely 
developed  community. 


t 


Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


April,   1974 

The  site  could  be  developed  as  a  garden  with  an  adjacent  residential 
property. 
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■site  number 

908 


site  name 


Sheridan  Hillside 


district 

Jamaica  Plain/ 
Mission  Hill 


address 


ward 


52-56  Sheridan  St.  19 


ownership  size  elevation  zoning 

Dept.  Housing  &  Urban  Dev.   10,000  sq.  ft.     low  pt.  105' 

Private  individual  owners    0.20  acres high  pt.  130' r-8 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Steeply  sloping  hillside,  mature  Oak  trees. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


The  site  offers  significant  views  of  the  Downtown  skyline. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


The  rubble-strewn,  steeply-sloping  hillside  offers  spectacular 
views  of  the  Fenway  and  downtown  skyline.  Mature  trees  vegetate 
portions  of  the  hillside. 


Scenic  views  of  the  Downtown  skyline. 
Formerly  the  site  of  several  houses. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

[%^  Single  family  and  triple  decker  residential  neighborhood. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Sheridan  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Poor;  rubble  is  the  result  of  building  demolition. 


8.  Potential  development: 


High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


The  site  is  important  because  of  its  hillside  location,  scenic 
views  and  recreational  potential. 


April,  1975 

The  site  could  be  developed  as  a  neighborhood  park  with  the 
primary  feature  being  the  scenic  views  of  the  downtown. 
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site  number 

9-10 


site  name 


Nazareth 


district 


Jamaica  Plain/ 
Mission  Hill 


address 


414  Pon  Road 


ward      A 


19 


• 


ownership 


l.%6.110  sq.ft.  ^'TJrpt.  195' 
Home  for  Catholic  Children   39.85  acres      high  pt.  266' 


zoning 


S-3 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Sloping  meadow  and  wooded  brook  form  an  undeveloped  hill  and 
valley  landform. 


An  undeveloped  natural  area  behind  school  buildings.  A  portion 
of  the  area  includes  a  playing  field. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Meadow,  brook,  woods,  playing  field,  hillside  and  valley,  school 
buildings. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Undeveloped  hillside  and  valley. 
Meadow  and  playing  field. 
Wooded  brook. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Residential  and  institutional  land  uses. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Pond  Road  and  Louders  Lane. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


8.  Potential  development: 


Good 


High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


An  undeveloped  hillside  and  valley  designated  as  part  of  the 
Charles  to  Charles  Corridor  Plan. 


fc: 


Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


November,  1974 
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/'site  number 


9-11 


site  name  district  address 

Jamaica  Plain/ 
Daughters  of  St.  Paul   Mission  Hill     Moss  Hill  Road 


'au  I   mission  m  i  i noss  n  1 1 

SOe'i^Oe  sq.ft.     1^^%.   231' 
11.62  acres high  pt.  301' 


ward 


19 


• 


ownership 

Daughters  of  St.  Paul 


zoning 

S-3 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


The  hillside  is  part  of  a  larger  drumlin  landform.  The  hillside  is 
open  and  slopes  toward  a  brook  that  is  part  of  the  site.  This 
brook  and  valley  formation  is  a  continuation  from  site  #9-10. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


An  enclosed  view  offering  a  variety  of  visual  experiences  within 
the  site. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Open  hillside,  brook,  trees,  grasses. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Undeveloped  valley  containing  a  brook. 
Undeveloped  portion  of  the  Green  Hill  drumlin. 


0 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Residential  and  institutional  land  uses.  The  site  is  adjacent  to 
site  #9-10  and  is  a  continuation  of  the  valley  landform. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Louders  Lane.  The  site  is  partially 
enclosed  bya  chain  link  fence. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good 


8.  Potential  development: 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Unknown;  presently,  buildings  encroach  on  the  western  edge  of  the 
site. 


The  site  is  part  of  the  Charles  to  Charles  Corridor  Plan. 


K^.  Date  surveyed:  November,  1974 

Comments: 
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/''site  number 

9-12 


site  name 


district 


address 


ard       \ 


Lawrence  Farm 


Jamaica  Plain/ 

Mission  Hill      Allandale  Street      19 


§ 


ownership 

Private  owner 


.     .a'4^i-««  ,.  elevation  ^__,  zoning 

1,127,500  sq.ft.  low  pt.   205' 

25.88  acres high  pt.   260'  S-3 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


A  rolling  topography,  woods,  pasture,  cultivated  fields. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


A  uniquely  rural  and  pastoral  landscape,'. 4, 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Rolling  fields,  woods,  meadows,  pond  and  farmhouse. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Working  farm,  cultivated  fields  and  pasture. 
Woods  and  meadows. 


5..  Surrounding  environment: 


6.  Accessibility: 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Adjacent  to  site  #9-11.  Other  land  uses  include  estates  and 
institutions. 


Directly  accessible  from  Allandale  Street. 


Excellent 


8.  Potential  development: 


High;  pressure  to  develop  farmland. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


-fU.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


The  site  is  the  last  remaining  working  farm  in  Boston  and  is 
an  important  segment  of  the  Charles-to-Charles  Corridor  Plan. 


November,  1974 

Opportunities  for  education  uses  exist.  The  site  is  important 
for  maintaining  the  scenic  character  of  Allandale  Road. 
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/"site  number 

9-13 


site  name 


Bussey  Brook 


district 

Jamaica  Plain/ 
Mission  Hill 


address 


South  Street 


ward 


19 


ownership 

Harvard  College.  MBTA 


878t'l^00  sq.ft. 
20.10  acres 


elevation      _,  , 
low  pt.    31' 

high  pt.  89' 


zoning 

S-3 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


A  brook,  intermittent  stream.  Willow  swamp,  shallow  marsh  and 
open  fields  cover  the  lower  areas  of  the  site.  The  higher  land 
is  composed  of  several  small  wooded  hummocks.  The  woodland  is 
Oak  and  Willow. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Many  birds  inhabit  the  site.  A  low  open  expanse  surrounded 
partially  by  hills. 


Field,  small  hills,  wetland,  brook,  grasses.  Oak  and  Willow. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Brook  and  wetland. 
Open  field. 


S  Surrounding  environment: 


a 


The  site  is  adjacent  to  the  Arnold  Arboretum  to  the  west  and 
north  and  railroad  tracks  to  the  south  and  east. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  South  Street.  A  chain  link  fence  defines 
the  northern  end. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


8.  Potential  development: 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Good  except  for  dumping  and  fill  in  part  of  the  wetland  area. 


High;  presently  used  as  a  dumping  site  for  Arboretum.  Possible 
development  as  a  school  site. 


Bussey  Brook  (which  feeds  the  marsh)  is  relatively  unpolluted. 
The  Willow  swamp  is  unique  in  Boston. 


t).  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


November,  1974 

Dumping  should  be  eliminated  and  the  area  restored  as  an 
experimental  woodland  area  for  the  Arnold  Arboretum. 
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site  number  site  name  district  address  ward 

Q.'l^  Jamaica  Plain/ 

^  '^ Parker  Hilltop Mission  Hill Parker  Hill  Avenue    10 

ownership  i-^JF^o/in  ^j.  elavation  ^      ,^,-1  zoning 

1/4,240  sq.ft.     low  pt.  175' 
New  England  Baptist  Hospital  4.00  acres       high  pt.  225'      H-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

A  grassy  open  field  on  top  of  a  hill. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

The  site  offers  dramatic  360*?  panoramic  views  of  the  city  and  the 
Boston  Harbor. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Grassy  open  field. 


4.  Characteristics:  .  ,  , 

.„„„  Hilltop  location. 

primary  "^ 

secondary  Panoramic  vies  of  the  area  including  the  Harbor  islands,  downtown 

and  Fort  Hill. 

tertiary 

5.  Surrounding  environment: 

^Jj"  Adjacent  to  Brigham  Hospital,  Parker  Hill  Playground  and  a 

residential  area. 

6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Parker  Hill  Avenue. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Fair 


8.  Potential  development: 

Brigham  Hospital  has  proposed  future  expansion  of  its  facilities 
on  this  site. 

9.  Significance  of  site: 

One  of  the  most  dramatic  undeveloped  hilltop  settings  in  Boston. 


r- Date  surveyed:        November,  1974 

Comments:  _     i.^.      .._      .i^.,. 

Opportunities  exist  for  establishing  a  conservation  easement  or 
restrictions. 


ROf^TON  I IRRAN  Wll  HQ  <;i  IR\/PV 


r 


C3 


•'■"err" 


site  number 

9-16 


site  name 


Rock  Hill 


district  address  ward 

Jamaica  Plain/     Rock  Hill  Rd.        19 
Mission  Hill       (behind  17-31  Cranston  St. 


9 


ownership 

Private  Owners 


2l''^0  sq.ft.     '1W°§t.   120'      ^°"'"9 
0.50  acres       high  pt.  150'       R-8 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Roxbury  Puddingston  escarpment  probably  created  by  quarrying 
operations;  Oak,  Maple  and  Ash  trees  perched  in  crevices  of 
escarpment. 


Dramatic  natural  backdrop  to  houses. 


Linear  escarpment  rising  50 '-60'  above  Rock  Hill  Road;  woodland. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Puddingstone  escarpment. 

Woodland  growing  in  crevices  of  rock. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


6.  Accessibility: 


Auto  body  shop;  vacant  land;  single  family  and  triple  decker 
neighborhood. 


Indirectly  accessible  from  Rock  Hill  Road  due  to  location  of  auto 
body  workshop. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Fair;  escarpment  and  vegetation  appear  stabilized. 


8.  Potential  development: 

Low 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

The  site,  as  a  remnant  of  a  quarry,  has  education,  scenic  and 
recreational  possibilities. 


'■  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


April,  1975 

The  area  is  and  could  be  enhanced  to  be  a  mini  wildlife  habitat 
for  the  inner  city. 
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lite  number 

9-17 


site  name  district  address  ward 

Jamaica  Plain/ 
Williams  Street      Mission  Hill       Williams  Street      12 


t 


ownership 

New  England 
Sinai  Hospital 


40, "^54  sq.ft. 
9.3  acres 


elevation^      .., 
Tow  pt.    36' 

high  pt.  85' 


zoning 

R-8 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Woodland,  boulders,  rock  ledge,  outcroppings,  sloping  terrain. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

A  small  woodland  interspersed  with  rock  outcroppings  extending 
linearly  along  a  ridge. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Woodland,  boulders,  rock  outcroppings,  rock  ledge,  utility 
building,  chain  link  fences. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Woodland  adjacent  to  a  riding  stable. 
Twenty  foot  high  rock  ledge. 
Rock  outcropping. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

^  Residential  homes,  riding  stable.  Convalescent  Home,  Franklin  Park. 


6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Dungarven  and  Williams  Streets,  but  a 
chain  link  fence  blocks  the  entrance. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Fair,  trees  have  been  heavily  vandalized.  There  are  also 
erosion  problems. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Date  surveyed:  ^jy^    I975 

Comments: 


The  site  could  be  developed  as  a  small  neighborhood  park. 
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^site  number 

1001 


site  name 


Dudley  Cliffs 


district 


Roxburv 


address 


ward       \ 


Dunlow  Place,  Linden 
Park.  New  Dudley 


ownership  size  elevation 

73,917  sq.ft.   low  pt.  25' 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority   1.70  acres    high  pt.  75' 


zoning 


M-2,   H-1 


1 .  Natural  characteristics: 


Rock  outcropping  forms  steep  escarpment.  Vegetation  is  primarily 
shrubs  and  grasses. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


The  rock  outcropping  creates  a  natural  focal  point  for  the 
surrounding  neighborhood.  Scenic  views  of  the  downtown  can 
be  seen  from  the  top  of  the  rock  outcropping. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Rock  outcropping  and  50'  high  escarpment. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Rock  outcropping  and  50'  high  escarpment. 
Scenic  views  of  downtown  Boston. 


5.  Surrounding  environment : 


o 


Vacant  lots  residential,  school,  historic  John  Eliot  Square 
District. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  New  Dudley  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Excellent 


8.  Potential  development: 


Low 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


|].  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


The  scenic  vistas  of  downtown  Boston  are  some  of  the  most 
dramatic  views  in  the  area.  The  exposed  bedrock  is  the  largest 
outcropping  in  Boston. 

« 

November,  1974 
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'"site  number 

1002 


site  name 


St.  James 


district 


Roxbury 


address  ward 


St.  James  Terrace     12 


ownership  size  eleyation    ^       ,_,  zoning 

22,953  sq.ft.    Tow  pt.  72' 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority   0.53  acres     high  pt.  78'      H-1 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Gently  sloping  land,  vegetated  by  grasses  and  several  mature  Sugar 
Maple  trees.  Land  slopes  to  the  north  of  the  site  to  a  rock 
outcropping. 


Scenic  vista  of  downtown  can  be  seen  from  the  site.  The  site 
also  provides  a  focal  point  of  open  space  for  the  neighborhood. 


Sloping  land,  mature  trees,  rock  outcropping,  granite  stairs  (in 
bad  condition). 


Scenic  views  of  Boston  skyline. 

Several  mature  shade  trees. 

Rock  outcropping,  remnant  of  an  abandoned  quarry. 


5.  Surrounding  environment : 


6.  Accessibility: 


Residential  neighborhood  comprised  of  nineteenth  century  buildings'V^ 
scattered  vacant  lots,  small  neighborhood  park.  "*-*^ 


Directly  accessible  from  Saint  James  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good;  recently  mulched  and  fenced. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


r^ 


0.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


The  site  provides  an  excellent  expansion  area  for  the  adjacent 
small  park. 

October,  iy/4  "^^^ 

The  site  is  near  the  boundaries  of  the  original  Boston  Basin. 
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''site  number                                    site  name 

1003 

district 

Roxbury 

address                                    ward 

Alpine  Street,  Circuit 
Street,  Regent  Street       12 

ownership 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

TlO,052  sq.ft. 
2.52  acres 

elevation              ,_,                  zoning 

low  pt.   60' 
high  pt.   125'            H-1 

1 .  Natural  characteristics: 


Rock  outcropping,  boulders,  grasses  and  specimen  trees. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site : 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


The  rock  outcropping  provides  a  focal  point  for  the  neighborhood. 
Scenic  views  of  the  surrounding  neighborhood  can  be  seen  from  the 
top  of  the  rock  outcropping. 


Rock  outcropping,  boulders,  old  granite  retaining  wall,  vacant 
lots. 


60  foot  rock  outcropping  and  scattered  boulder. 
Specimen  trees. 


5.  Surrounding  environment : 


St.  Joseph's  Housing  Cooperative,  churches,  19th  century  houses, 
vacant  land. 


^ 


6.  Accessibility: 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Directly  accessible  from  Washington  Street  and  Alpine  Street. 


Fair 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown;  vacant  land  is  suitable  for  development.  The  site  is 
planned  for  a  school  in  the  Washington  Park  Urban  Renewal  Plan. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


The  site  is  an  important  scenic  open  space  with  excellent 
opportunities  for  recreational  facilities. 


Uctober,  iy/4 ^%^ 

The  rock  outcropping  is  a  prime  example  of  potential  conservation 
land. 
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site  number 

1004 


site  name 


district 


ownership 


Juniper  Terrace Roxbury 


address  ward 

Juniper  Terrace      12 


cc?'^/Sin    ^«    *4.  elevation  zoning 

69,010  sq.ft.     low  pt.  55 


pt.   aa  ^1 

Private  Individual  Owners    1.58  acres       high  pt.  100'     R-8,  L-5 


1.  Natural  characteristlcs: 


Hillside  and  plateau  vegetated  by  grasses  and  deciduous  trees, 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


The  site  offers  scenic  views  of  downtown  Boston. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Trees  and  grasses,  expansive  views,  paths  through  site. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Scenic  views  of  downtown  Boston. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Residential,  19th  century  houses,  MBTA  garages,  MBTA  Orange  Line. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Washington  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good 


8.  Potential  development: 


High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  offers  some  of  the  most  dramatic  views  of  downtown  Boston 
in  the  study  area. 


Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


October,   1974 

Conservation  easements  could  be  established  along  the  perimeter 
of  the  site. 
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'^site  number  site  name  district  address  ward      ^ 

Hf\,f\C  Fountain  St.,  Herman    " 

t\J    KJO Fountain  Street Roxbury  St./Circuit  St..  Regent  St.     12 

ownership                                     1^.832  sq.ft.      ^'*1^\3"pt.     45'             ^°"'"9                r 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority      2.93  acres high  pt.   120' H-10 ^ 

1.  Natural  characteristics: 

A  rolling  hillside  with  60'  high  rock  outcroppings  vegetated  by 
grasses  and  several  shade  trees. 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Scenic  views  from  the  site  to  Washington  Park  and  John  Eliot 
Square. 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Vacant  land  with  sparse  vegetation. 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary  Rock  outcroppings . 

secondary  Views  of  surrounding  area  and  church  spires. 

tertiary 

5.  Surrounding  environment : 

Residential,  large  urban  renewal  housing  developments, 

6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Whiting  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Recently  bulldozed. 


8.  Potential  development: 

High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

Potential  for  development  of  neighborhood  park. 


Date  surveyed:        November,  1974 

commenn:         jf  g^j^g  ,jg  developed  as  a  neighborhood  park  it  would  serve  as 

an  important  focal  point  for  the  area. 
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site  number 

1006 


site  name 

Warren  Gardens 


district 


Roxbury 


address  ward 

St.  Richard,  Walnut, 
Warren  Streets       12 


ownership 


size 


ze     _  elevation 

63,713  sq.ft.    low  pt.  58' 
BSston  Redevelopment  Authority   1.46  acres high  pt.  120' 


zoning 

H-1 


^ 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Large  rock  outcropping,  mature  Oak  trees  and  seedlings. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


The  rock  provides  a  visual  focal  point  for  the  surrounding 
development. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Rocky  terrain  and  Oak  woods. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Massive  rock  outcropping. 
Oak  woods. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


6.  Accessibility: 


New  housing,  old  residential  neighborhood,  commercial,  and  major 
traffic  artery. 


The  site  is  directly  accessible  from  Warren  Street 


^^ 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good 


8.  Potential  development: 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


0.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


Low.  The  site  has  been  desiganted  for  a  Montessori  school  in  the 
urban  renewal  plan,  however,  physical  constraints  of  building  on 
the  outcropping  should  exclude  any  development. 


The  site  is  an  attractive  natural  area  used  by  neighborhood 
children  as  a  play  area. 


November,  1974 

The  site  is  a  good  example  of  how  a  rock  outcropping  has  been 
preserved  and  integrated  into  a  new  houding  development. 
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/'site  number 

10  07 


site  name 


Puddingstone  Garden 


district 

Roxbury 


ownership 

City  of  Boston 

(Real  Property  Dept.) 


2?f000  sq.ft. 
0.55  acres 


address  ward 

Nomiandy  &  Seaver  Sts.     14 

elevation    .       ,__,  zoning 

low  pt.    125' 

high  pt.   136'  H-1 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Roxbury  puddingstone  outcropping,  trees. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


A  natural  area  of  rocks  and  trees. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Rocks  and  trees,  victory  gardens. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Rock  outcropping. 
Trees. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Residential 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Seaver  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good 


8.  Potential  development: 


Low 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Important  open  space  for  the  neighborhood. 


0.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


November,  1974 

The  site  is  presently  used  by  the  community  for  garden  plots. 
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site  number 

1008 


site  name 

Franklin 


district 

Roxbury 


address 

Glen  Road 


ward 

12 


°""'""'  1/^47  sq.ft.     ^'Taii°f3t.  120'      ^°"'"3 

Private  Individual  Owners     0.40  acres       high  pt.  150'       R-8 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

Mature  Oak  and  Maple  trees. 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

1; 
The  site  offers  views  of  the  adjacent  Frankljin  Park. 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Level  area,  trees,  stone  wall. 

4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 

Stone  wall. 
Trees. 

5.  Surrounding  environment: 

Park  and  residential 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Glen  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: ' 


Fair,  this  former  house  lot  has  been  bulldozed. 


8.  Potential  development: 


High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


A  potential  extension  of  Franklin  Park. 


U.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


November,   1974 
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/''site  number 

1009 


site  name 


district 


John  Eliot  Square Roxburv 


address 


Centre  Street 


ward 


ownership  size 

City  of  Boston         6,033  sq.ft. 
(Real  Property  Dept.)    0.13  acres 


elevation         __, 

low  pt.   80' 
high  pt.   90' 


zoning 

R-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Rock  outcropping,  deciduous  trees. 


2.itVisual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Rocks  and  trees  provide  a  dramatic  natural  focal  point  for  the 
historic  neighborhood. 


Rocks,  deciduous  trees,  retaining  wall. 


Rock  outcropping. 

Ash  and  Ailanthus  trees. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Historic  residential  area. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Centre  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Poor;  debris  has  collected  on  the  site. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Low. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Natural  open  area  in  a  residential  neighborhood. 


'0.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


November,  1974 

A  potential  site  to  retain  as  open  space  which  could  be  managed 
either  by  the  Conservation  Commission  or  a  private  owner  as  a 
garden. 


=i 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


c 


:-=»*\-- 


ia<.st 


5^ 


!^ 


CO 


ro 


•o 
Q. 


( 


( 


r 


( 


site  number 

10-10 


site  name 

Cedar  Street 


district 


Roxbury 


address 


Cedar  Street 


ward       \ 


11 


ownership  size  elevation  zoning 

City  of  Boston  23,616  sq.ft.     low  pt.  85' 

(Real  Property  Dept.) 0.54  acres high  pt.  131' R^S^ 


J 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Rock  outcropping  forming  a  ridge  parallel  to  Cedar  Street. 
Deciduous  trees  vegetate  the  ridge.   Adjacent  to  the  rock  is 
level  land. 


Spatial  diversity  is  created  by  juxtaposed  flat  land  and  rock. 


Deciduous  trees,  rock  outcropping,  level  terrain,  retaining  wall 


Rock  outcropping. 

Woodland. 

Level  terrain  adjacent  to  street  and  rock. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Residential. 


^ 


6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Cedar  Street. 

7.  Condition  of  site: 

Flat  section  contains  rubble.     This  area  is  used  for  parking. 

8.  Potential  development: 

Flat  areas  of  the  site  are  highly  developable. 

9.  Significance  of  site: 

The  site  provides  an  open  space  in  a  residential  area. 

• 

10.  Date  surveyed: 

November,  iy/4                                                                                           . 

Comments: 


This  land  is  a  potential  park  site, 
be  appropriate  on  the  level  area. 


Community  gardening  would 
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/^site  number 

10-11 


site  name 


St.  Monica's 


district 

Roxbury 


address  ward 

Highland  Street  R-5 


ownership  size 

St.  Margaret  Society;       55,760  sq.ft. 
Individual  Private  Owner    1.28  acres 


elevation  ._„, 

low  pt.    105' 

high  pt.   150' 


zoning 


R-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Rock  outcropping,  Oak  and  Ash  trees.  The  site  marks  the  beginning 
of  a  ridge  line  that  extends  through  the  block. 


The  dramatic  rock  outcropping  provides  a  focal  point  for  a  scenic 
residential  neighborhood  that  contains  many  historic  houses. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Rock  outcroppings,  deciduous  trees. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Rock  outcropping. 
Oak  and  Ash  trees. 


5.  Surrounding  environment : 


6.  Accessibility: 


Residential,  the  site  is  adjacent  to  the  historic  William  Lord 
Garrison  House. 


Directly  accessible  from  Highland  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Excellent. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Low. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  provides  a  scenic  open  area  for  the  neighborhood. 


10.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


November,  1974 

This  scenic  open  space  should  be  protected  by  initiating  a 
conservation  restriction  with  St.  Margaret  Society. 


bo?;ton  urban  wii  ns  siirvfy 


site  number 

10-12 


site  name 


district 


Rockledge  Street Roxbury 


address  ward 

Rockledge  Street 

Logan  Street        9 


ownership  size  elevation  zoning 

City  of  Boston          23,015  sq.ft.     low  pt.  98'  y 

"(Real  Property  Dept.) 0.53  acres high  pt.  131' R-8.  R-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Large  sloping  rock  outcropping.  Birch  trees,  level  area. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


The  Roxbury  Puddingstone  outcropping  creates  a  natural  focal 
point.  Dramatic  view  of  downtown  Boston  from  the  high  point. 


Rock  outcropping  forming  rocky  ledges,  deciduous  trees,  level 
area. 


Roxbury  Puddingstone,  rock  outcropping, 
Small  deciduous  trees. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Residential 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Rockledge  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Excellent,  although  the  flat  area  is  used  for  parking. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Low;  the  level  area  is  very  small 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  provides  a  scenic  open  space  for  the  surrounding 
neighborhood. 


'0.  Date  jurveyed; 
Comments: 


October,  1974 

The  flat  area  would  make  an  'excellent  play  lot  or  community 
gardenting  area.  The  northern  section  of  the  site  was  originally 
part  of  a  small  quarrying  operation. 
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site  number 

10-13 


site  name 


Glen  Hill 


district 


Roxbury 


address  ward 

Glen  Road  & 
Sigourney  Way  11 


/.•^        ownersnip      .         ,    _  .  Ve  elavation  ,       , ._ ,  zoning 

City  of  Boston(Real  Prop.)     52,914  sq.ft.    low  pt.  105'        ^ 
Private  Individual  Owners     1.44  acres     high  pt.  161'       R-8 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Grassy  hillside,  rock  outcroppings,  specimen  trees,  birds. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


The  site  provides  a  natural  setting  in  a  residential  area. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Sloping  terrain,  trees  and  rock  outcroppings. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Large  Beeche,  Maples,  Pines,  and  Oak  trees. 
Roxbury  Puddingstone  outcroppings. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Residential,  Franklin  Park. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Glen  Road. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Excellent. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Low. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  is  a  potential  conservation  area  and  serves  as  a  play 
area  for  the  neighborhood. 


0.  Date  surveyed; 
Comments: 


October,  1974. 
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■site  number 

1102 


site  name 

Savin  HUl  Cove 


district 

Dorchester 


address 

Morrlssey  Blvd. 


ward 

13 


1_ 


ownership  size  elevatinn 

Savin  Yacht  Club;  Univ. /MA    1,261,620  sq.  ft.  low  pt.  5' 


Conmonwealth  of  Mass. 


28.90  acres  high  pt.    19' 


zoning 

H-1,   S-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Harbor  shoreline,  tidal  cove,  salt  marsh  vegetated  by  grasses, 
tital  flats. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


The  site  offers  wide  vistas  to  Boston  Harbor  and  Islands  as  well 
as  views  of  the  hills  in  Dorchester. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Varied  shoreline  including  rip-rap,  gravel  beach,  and  man-made 
retaining  wall.  Salt  marsh  and  tidal  flats. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Tidal  flats  and  marsh  with  marsh  grasses. 

Scenic  views  of  Boston  Harbor  and  the  Islands;  and  Dorchester 

hills  to  the  west. 

Gravel  beach. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


U.  Mass.  open  space  and  building  complex  borders  rip-rap; 
Morrissey  Blvd.  borders  the  rest  of  the  shoreline.  Malibu 
Beach  is  to  the  west  of  the  shoreline. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Morrissey  Blvd. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Marsh  and  tidal  flats  are  in  good  condition,  shoreline  is 
disturbed 


8.  Potential  development: 


High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


An  inportant  shoreline  for  recreation  and  conservation. Provides 
a  link  between  South  Boston  beaches.  Fort  Independence,  Neponset 
River  Reservation  and  Dorchester  Bay  open  spaces. 


■>  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


September,  1974 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


site  number 

1103 


site  name  district 

Boston  Gas  Co.  Easement   Dorchester 


address 

Victory  Road 


ward 

16 


ownership 


Boston  Gas.  Co. 


size 
140,000  s.f. 
3.2  acres 


elevation 

low  pt.       5' 
high  pt.     45' 


zoning 


W-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Tidal  cove,  salt  water  marsh  vegetated  by  marsh  grasses.     The  land 
was  created  primarily  by  fill. 


2.  Visual  characteristics:         ^^^^  ^^  either  end  of  the  easement  present  the  Boston  Harbor 

Islands  and  Dorchester.  Adjacent  industrial  area  offers 
interesting  view  of  artistically  painted  gas  tank. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Marsh  area,  level  land  area. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Easement  through  the  property. 

Marsh. 

Vacant  land. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


6.  Accessibility: 


Area  is  heavily  impacted  by  surrounding  major  roads  and  Gas 
Company  land. 


Directly  accessible  from  Victory  Road. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Fair;  tidal  flats  are  in  good  condition  however  the  other 
land  has  been  disturbed. 


8.  Potential  development: 


High. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  area  is  an  important  component  of  the  porposed  open 
space  plan  for  Dorchester  Bay. 


0.  Date  surveyed:  September,    iy/4 

Comments:        The  easement  could  be  landscaped  and  used  as  a  public  way. 


site  number 

1104 


site  name 

Fernald  Terrace 


district 

Dorchester 


address  ward 

Fernald  Terrace     15 


ownership 


^:937  s.f.     "I'SrgL  85' 
city  of  Boston  (Real  Prop.)  0.06  acres    high  pt.  100' 


zoning 

R-8 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Roxbury  Puddinstone  rock  outcropping.  Several  maple  trees. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


A  natural  area  surrounded  by  buildings. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Rock,  trees. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

sacondary 

tertiary 


Rock  outcropping 
Trees 


SJSurrounding  environment: 

I 


Single  family  residential  neighborhood. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Fernald  Terrace  and  Quincy  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Low. 


9.  Significance  of  lite: 


Geological  feature. 


.w.  Oate  surveyed!       September,  1974 

commanu:        Potential  conservation  site.  A  transfer  from  Real  Property 

Department  to  Conservation  Commission  would  be  desirable. 
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/'site  number 

1105 


site  name 

Troy  Landfill 


district  address  ward 

Southeast  Expressway 
Dorchester     ^^^^^^  ^^^  16 


> 


ownership 

Private 


size 

830,750  s.f. 
19.07  acres 


elevation 


sea  level 


zoning 

W-2 


Natural  characteristics: 


Boston  Harbor  shoreline  and  cove,  vegetated  by  volunteer 
grasses. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Site  offers  views  of  Dorchester  Bay  and  the  Harbor  Islands. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Landfill,  granite  rubble,  gravelly-sandy  beach. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secortdary 

tertiary 


Lanfill 

Shoreline 

Views  of  the  Bay  and  the  Harbor  Islands 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

H  Southeast  Expressway,  Boston  Gas.  Co.,  Yacht  Club. 

6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Victory  Road. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Poor. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown;  landfill  operation  has  been  controversial. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Potential  for  recreational  development. 


■•5:  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


'i; 


September,  1974 

The  site  has  excellent  potential  for  recreational  uses:  camping, 
boat  launching,  fishing,  picnickning.  The  site  can  become  an 
important  link  in  the  proposed  Dorchester  Bay  Open  Space  Plan. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


/"site  number 

1106 


site  name 

Morgan  Memorial 


district 

Dorchester 


address  ward 

Claymont  Terrace  16 


ownership 

Morgan  Memorial ,  Inc. 


size 

41,808  s.f. 
0.96  acres 


elevation 

low  pt.     95' 
high  pt.   124' 


zoning 

R-8 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Gently  sloping  hillside,  vegetated  by  grasses  and 
deciduous  trees. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


The  site  offers  views  of  borchester  Bay  and  part  of  the 
downtown  skyline.       I 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Landscaped  al oping  lawn,  specimen  Maple  trees,  vacant  parcel 
of  land. 


Sloping  lawn. 

Specimen  Maples 

Views  of  Dorchester  Bay  and  John  Hancock  Tower. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Residential  neighborhood. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Queen  Street  or  Neponset  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good;  the  lawn  is  maintained  by  the  school. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown . 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  has  excellent  potential  for  recreational  uses. 


.u.  Date  surveyed:       September,  1974 

Comments:        A  Conservation  and  scenic  easement  is  desirable  in  order  to  preserve 
the  view  of  the  Bay  and  to  maintain  pedestrian  access  through 
the  site. 
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site  number 

1107 


site  name 


The  "Humps" 


district 

Dorchester 


address 

Howe  Street 


ownership  «iize„„_  -  elevation  __ , 

32,983  s.  f.    Tow  pt.   55' 
City  of  Boston  (Real  Property)  0.76  acres high  pt.  100' 


zoning 

R-8 


ward 

15 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Wooded  ledge  and  steep  slopes.  Deciduous  trees  Include 
Ash.  Maple  and  Oak. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Wooded  terrain  establishes  a  rural  character  due  to 
density  of  planting. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Easement,  steep  slopes,  ledge,  woodland. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Woodland. 

steep  slope  and  ledge. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Residential  area  established  in  the  1890's 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  any  of  the  surrounding  six  streets, 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Fair;  rubbish  has  been  dumped  into  the  wooded  area. 


8.  Potential  development: 

Low 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


An  excellent  example  of  an  easement  which  enabled 
preservation  of  the  natural  terrain. 


Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


September,  1974 

The  site  presently  serves  as  a  recreational  area  for  the 

neighborhood. 
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site  number 

1108 


site  name 

Meeting  House  H111 
Overlook 


district 

Dorchester 


address  ward 

Parish  Street      15 


II 


ownership 

City  of  Boston 

(Public  Facilities  Dept.) 


size 

123,050  s.f. 
2.82  acres 


zoning 


elevation  ^_, 

low  pt.     90' 
high  pt.     96' R-8 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Man-made  conditions. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


The  site  offers  scenic  views  of  Dorchester  Bay. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Asphalted  level  area. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Scenic  views  of  Dorchester  Bay. 


ft 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Historic  area;  church,  square,  houses. 


6.  Accessibility: 


The  site  presently  Is  not  adjacent  to  a  street  or 
public  easement. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Poor. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site; 


The  site  Is  the  last  overlook  area  on  Meeting  House  Hill. 


» 


0.  Date  surveyed:  September,    19/4 

commentt:  An  easement  should  be  maintained  and  accessibility  improved. 
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site  number 

1109 


site  name 

El  don  Street 


district 


Dorchester 


address 

El  don  Street 


ownership 

City  of  Boston 

(Real  Property  Dept^ 


size 

76,450  s.f. 
1 .7^  arres 


elevation 

low  pt.     75' 
high  pt.   1401 


zoning 

R-8 


ward 

14 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Wooded,  steep  terrain,  grass  area  at  top  and  bottom  of 
the  slope. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Scenic  natural  area  within  a  residential  neighborhood. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Rock  outcroppings,  woodland,  steep  slopes. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Wooded  hillside. 

Volunteer  trees  (Ailanthus,  Ash,  Birch) 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Residential,  railroad  easement,  warehouses, 
Holland  Elementary  School. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Geneva  Avenue  and  other 
surrounding  streets. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Fair;  although  there  is  some  dumping  and  slope  erosion 
and  the  trees  are  healthy. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  area  serves  as  a  buffer  zone  and  open  space  linkage 
between  Bowdoin  Square  and  the  school. 


t 


Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


September,  1974 

The  site  is  used  as  a  play  area  by  neighborhood  children. 

It  is  also  a  hideout  for  purse  snatchers. 
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/'site  number 

11-10 


site  name 


Geneva  Avenue  CUffs 


district 

Dorchester 


address 


Geneva  Avenue 


ward        ^ 

14 


ownership 

^  City  of  Boston 

F (Real  Property  Dept.) 


SH^IO  s.f. 
1.88  acres 


W^lff.     80' 
high  pt.  109' 


zoning 

R-8 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Puddingstone  rock  outcropping  and  roche  moutonee  landform; 
naturally  occurring  Ash,  Oak  and  Maple  trees;  grasses. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Distinct  areas  are  created  by  the  configuration  of  the  rock. 
From  the  top  of  the  rocks  one  can  see  Dorchester  Bay. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Complex  rock  formations,  deciduous  trees,  grasses. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

Mcondary 

tertiary 


Massive  rock  outcroppings. 

Mature  tree  specimen. 

Scenic  glimpses  of  Dorchester  Bay. 


5.  Surrounding  environment; 


» 


Electrical  substation,  several  vacant  houses,  new  garden 
apartments . 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Geneva  Avenue  or  the  unpaved 
Cedar  Avenue. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


Eroding  puddingstone  illustrates  a  significant  geological 
process.  Roche  moutonnee  is  an  excellent  example  of  a 
landform  produced  by  glacial  action. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


'•M  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


September,  19/4 

Massive  rocks  and  the  scenic  views  should  be  protected.  Easement 

for  pedestrian  access  should  be  maintained  along  Cedar  Street. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 
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site  number 

11-11 


site  name 

R&S  Machine  Company 


district 

Dorchester 


address  ward 

Walnut  Street      16 


ownership 

R&S  Machine  Co. 

Port  Norfolk  Yacht  Club 


size 

492,010  s.f. 
11.29  acres 


elevation 

low  pt.     10' 
high  pt.     15' 


zoning 

W-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


River  shoreline,  regenerating  estuarine  marsh  and  tidal 
flats. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Site  is  a  natural  area  visually  defined  by  the  surrounding  land 
uses.  The  site  offers  dramatic  views  of  the  Quincy  shoreline, 
Dorchester  Bay  and  downtown  Boston. 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Water,  shoreline,  marsh,  tidal  flats,  landfill 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Neponset  River  shoreline. 
Regenerating  marsh  and  tidal  flat. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

J^  Light  industrial  uses,  yacht  club,  residential  areas. 


6.  Accessibility: 

Access  to  site  is  through  private  yard  of  the  Yacht  Club 
on  Walnut  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Fair;  considerable  dumping  has  occurred.  Vegetation  is  now 
growing  over  the  dumped  material . 


8.  Potential  development: 


High. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


River  frontage  is  an  important  component  of  the  Dorchester 
Bay  Master  Plan.  The  site  would  be  part  of  a  major  open 
space  system. 


^.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


September,  1974 
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site  number 

11-12 


site  name 


O.G.  Ke11e^ 


district 

Dorchester 


address 

Taylor  Street 


ward 

16 


ownership 

Private 


size 

827,640  s.f. 
19  acres 


elevation  zoning 

low  pt.     10' 
high  pt.     17'  W-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


River  shoreline,  tidal  flats. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Visually  unique  environment  created  by  the  combination  of  tidal 
flats,  industrial  uses,  marine  activity  and  the  residential 
community. 


Tidal  flats,  water,  industrial  land  uses. 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary  j^jJal    flatS. 

secondary  Industrial  land  uses  (vacant) 

tertiary  Scenic  views  of  Neponset  River  and  Dorchester  Bay. 


1  Surrounding  environment: 


Run-down  industrial  areas,  residential  area  built  circa 
1900,  industrial  dumping. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Privately-owned  site  protected  by  gates  prohibits  public 
access . 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Poor;  tidal  flats  have  been  disturbed. 


8.  Potential  development: 


High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


'k 


10.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


The  land  along  the  waterfront  could  provide  public  access 
to  the  river. 


September,  1974 

Industrial  buildings  on  the  site  could  be  acquired  and 
renovated  for  recreational  uses. 


:(Vr. 


site  number                                    site  name                                             district  address                                    ward 

11 'l3         Taylor  street         Dorchester  Taylor  Street      16 

k                                      ownership                                              size               _                   elevation  ,^,                      zoning 

f                                                                          5,000  s.f.     low  pt.  10' 
Private 0.11  acres    high  pt.  20'       W-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

River  shoreline,  man-made 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

The  site  is  surrounded  by  a  ship  salvaging  operation. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 

River  shoreline,  industrial  land  uses,  grantite  seawall 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary  Rlver  Shoreline. 

secondary 
tertiary 


^.  Surrounding  environment: 
I 

Industrial,  residential,  MBTA  railroad  bridge. 


6.  Accessibility: 

Not  accessible  now,  could  become  accessible  if  public 
right-of-way  along  the  railroad  tracks  was  obtained. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Poor. 

8.  Potential  development: 

Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

The  Site  would  be  an  important  link  in  the  proposed 
Dorchester  Bay  open  space  system. 


'h 


lO.  Date  surveyed:  September,  1974 

Comments: 


site  number 

11-14 


site  name 


R.O.W.  Shores 


district 

Dorchester 


address  ward 

Neponset  Avenue 
Southeast  Expressway  16 


ownership 


M.D.C. 


size  elevation 

271,979  s.f.  low  pt.     5' 

6.25  acres high  pt.  25' 


zoning 


1-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Man-made  concrete  seawall  along  Neponset  River. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Site  offers  views  of  Neponset  River,  marine  activities 
and  natural  shoreline  of  site  #11-16.        ;  , 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Railroad  tracks,  gravel  road  bed,  top  of  seawall. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

sacondary 

tertiary 


Railroad  right-of-way. 

Seawal 1 . 

Scenic  views  of  Neponset  River  and  marine  activity. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


'I 


Office  buildings,  residential,  MBTA  bridge,  Neponset 
River  Bridge. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  through  a  privately-owned  parking 
lot. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  presently  serves  as  a  play  area  for  the 
neighborhood.  Children  fish  off  the  seawall. 


.7)30.  Date  surveyed: 


w 


Comments: 


September,  1974 

A  public  easement  along  the  seawall  would  provide  a  crucial 

link  In  the  Dorchester  Bay  Open  Space  Plan. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 
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/^site  number 

11-15 


site  name 

Penn  Central 
Railroad  Easement 


district 


Dorchester 


address  ward 

Neponset  Avenue 
Southeast  Expressway  16 


) 


ownership 

Penn  Central  Railroad 


flho  If. 
3.30  acres 


elevation 

16' 


zoning 

M-1 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


A  man-made  railroad  easement  is  vegetated  by  Ailanthus 
trees  (Tree-of-Heaven). 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


} 


||  -1'!; 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Man-made  landform. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Railroad  easement  and  embankment. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

■#  Southeast  Expressway,  industrial  land  uses, 

residential  areas. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Neponset  River  Bridge. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


8.  Potential  development: 


Low. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


An  important  link  in  the  proposed  Dorchester  Bay  Open 
Space  and  Bike  Route  Plans. 


# 


'■  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


September,  1974 

Potential  linkage  between  Port  Norfolk  and  the  School  Boy 

Tract  and  the  Neponset  River  Reservation. 
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lite  number 

11-16 


site  name 


School  Boy  Track 


district  address  ward 

Dorchester    Southeast  Expressway    16 


ownership 

M.D.C. 


size  elevation  _ . 

2.238,218  s.f.         low  pt.     5' 
51.39  acres  high  pt.  35' 


zoning 

1-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

Natural  estuarine  shoreline,  saltwater  marsh,  creek,  tidal 
flats,  woodland. 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Large  Willow  trees  block  out  most  surrouding  land  uses  and 
thus  enhance  the  natural  characteristics  of  the  site  as  seen 
from  the  River. 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Marsh,  tidal  flats,  shoreline,  woods,  paths,  abandoned  dump, 
parking  for  drive-in. 

4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 

Natural  shoreline  of  the  Neponset  River. 
Scenic  views  of  water  and  hills. 
Woodland  and  marsh  vegetation. 

5.  Surrounding  environment: 

Southeast  Expressway  and  conmercial  land  uses. 

6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Hallet  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good;  all  natural  features  are  in  good  condition. 


8.  Potential  development: 


A  park  is  planned  for  part  of  this  site.  The  plans  for 
the  present  parking  area  are  unknown. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


^0.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


The  Shoreline  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  natural 
shorelines  in  Boston. 


September,  1974 

The  site  could  become  a  focus  for  city  and  regional 

recreational  uses. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


/'site  number 

11-17 


site  name 


district 


1 


Hallet  Street  Brook Dorchester 


address 

Hallet  St./Penn 
Central  Railroad 


ownership 


size  elevation 

148,843  s.f.  low  pt.     16' 


zoning 


/ard       \ 

16 


Privfltp                               3.41  acres 

high  pt.     25'               M-1 

1.  Natural  characteristics: 

Shrub  swamp,  meandering  brook,  landfill. 
Includes  grasses,  Sumac,  Ailanthus. 

Vegetation 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

A  visually  undistinguished  vacant 

lot. 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Brook,  shrub  swamp,  vacant  land. 

natural 

vegetation. 

4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 

Vacant  land. 

Polluted  meandering  brook. 

Shrub  swamp. 

v5.  Surrounding  environment: 

<) 


Commercial  strip  development,  Southeast  Expressway, 
Keystone  Building. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Hallet  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Fair. 


8.  Potential  development: 


High. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Area  is  a  wetland  and  must  be  reviewed  under  Wetlands 
Protection  Act. 


m 


iO.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


September,  1974 


•Q. 


( 


r 


\ 


site  number  site  name  district  address  ward 

^M   ^Q  Penn  Central  Railroad 

I  ■' lO     Keystone  Shoreline        Dorchester     at  Granite  Avenue     16 


%  ownership  JL^e    --         -  elevation         _ ,  zoning 

'      New  England  Cut  Stone        24,000  s.f.     low  pt.  5' 

Penn  Central  Railroad        0.55  acres     high  ptj_20^ 1-2 

1.  Natural  characteristics: 

Neponset  River  shoreline  (man-made) 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Site  offers  views  of  scenic  marine  activities  along  the 
River. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Various  marine- related  Industries  along  the  shore. 
Man-made  granite  retaining  wall. 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary  Marine- related  industrial  land  uses, 

secondary  Man-made  shoreline. 

tertiary 
Si.  Surrounding  environment: 

U  Industrial,  railroad  crossing,  residential 


6.  Accessibility: 

Only  access  to  site  is  through  private  property. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Poor;  shoreline  is  deteriorating  rapidly. 


8.  Potential  development: 

Unknown;  MDC  has  considered  purchasing  this  site. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

An  Important  link  in  the  Dorchester  Bay  Open 
Space  Plan. 


10.  Date  surveyed:  September,  1974 

Comments: 


1 


site  number 

11-19 


site  name 


Hilltop  Street 


district 

District 


address  ward 

Hilltop  Street  at 
Lenoxdale  16 


*) 


\^    -^— 


ownership 

City  of  Boston  (Real  Prop.) 
Individual  Owners 


size  elevation 

81,166  s.f.    low  pt.  20' 
1.86  acres    high  pt.  25' 


zoning 

R-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

Rock  outcropplngs  and  hummocky  topography.     Vegetation  Includes 
Birch,  Shrub,  Oaks  and  grasses. 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

A  dump  site  and  parking  area  greatly  detract  from  an 
otherwise  attractive  natural  area. 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Natural  area,  aprking  lot,  dumping  site. 

4.  Characteristics: 

primary 

Vacant  land  used  for  dumping  and  parking. 

secondary 

Outcropping  of  Roxbury  Puddlngstone. 

tertiary 

5.  Surrounding  environment : 

ii 

Well  maintained  residential  area.  Industrial  buildings. 

6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  adjacent  streets. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


The  natural  area  Is  In  fair  condition. 


8.  Potential  development: 


High. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  presently  Is  used  as  a  neighborhood  play  area, 


m 


Date  surveyed:  OctOber,    1974 

Comments: 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


/^site  number 

11-20 


site  name 


Granite  Avenue  Ledge 


district 


Dorchester 


address 


Granite  Avenue 


ward 


16 


ownership 

Cedar  Grove  Cemetery 
Properties,  Inc. 


ir,^2o  s.f.       t'a«f'p«.  11' 

0.33  acres  high  pt.     35' 


zoning 

M-1 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Rock  outcroppings  forming  a  ledge,  dense  woods. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Rock  creates  prominent  naturjil  feature  for  the 
surrounding  area. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Exposed  rock,  woods. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Granite  rock  outcropping. 
Dense  woods. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


n 


Cemetery,  apartment  buildings,  single  family  house. 
Industrial  buildings. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Granite  Avenue. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  provides  a  scenic  natural  area  for  the 
neighborhood. 


M 


■  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


September,  1974 

Granite  Street  derives  Its  name  from  the  type  of  rock 
exposed  on  the  site. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 
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/Q^^z 

^^r 

o- 

u.    ^ 

^"5 

1  ^ 

1-  ^ 

i 
4: 

^ 

site  number 


site  name 


Cedar  Grove  Ponds 


district 

Dorchester 


address 

Mellish  Road 


ward 

16 


V       !^.646  s.f.        .*W°Pt.     18' 
3.53  acres  high  pt.     36' 


i 


gwnershiD 
rove  Cemetery 

Properties,  Inc. 


^ 


zoning 

R-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Ponds,  vetland,  woods,  landfill.  Vegetation  Includes  Oak, 
Sumac,  Hornbeam,  Ash. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


A  natural  area  with  a  neglected  and  run-down  appearance. 


3.  Diversity  within  site : 


Ponds,  landfill,  parking  area,  woods,  and  wetland. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Wetland  and  woods. 

Ponds . 

Derelict  landfill  and  parking  area. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


MBTA  right-of-way,  parking  lot,  cemetery,  19th  century 
houses. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Adams  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Poor;  a  high  degree  of  disturbance  has  occurred. 


8.  Potential  development: 


High;  this  area  could  become  an  extension  of  the 
cemetery  or  parking  lot. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Site  Is  a  neighborhood  play  area.  The  wetlands  and 
ponds  provide  Interesting  natural  features. 


i^-  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


November,  1974 

The  ponds  are  used  for  ice  skating  in  the  winter. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 
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/'site  number 

11-22 

site  name 

Lower  Mills  Gorge 

district 

Dorchester 

address                                    ward 

Adams  Street                 16 

ownership 

V               Fabreeka  Products 

3f,170  s.f. 
0.74  acres 

*'f6W''^.     20'              ^°"'"9 
high  pt.     67'              M-1,  M-2 

.  Natural  characteristics: 


River,  steep  slopes,  75'  high  rock  outcropplngs,  shrub 
woods. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


The  natural  steep,  rocKy  gorge  and  the  river  present  a 
dramatic  contrast  to  historic  brick  mill  buildings. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


River,  dam,  woods,  rocks,  mill  buildings. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Neponset  River  and  dam. 
Steep  wooded  slopes. 

Historic  factories  and  commercial  mill  buildings. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Commercial  area. 


6.  Accessibility; 

Directly  accessible  from  Adams  Street. 

7.  Condition  of  site: 

Excellent. 

8.  Potential  development: 

Unknown. 

9.  Significance  of  site: 

Significant  historic  buildings  and  natural  conditions. 

10.  Date  surveyed: 
'M^    Comments: 

November,  1974 

This  segment  of  the  River  should  become  a  part  of  the  Neponset 

BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


site  number 

11-23 


site  name 

Columbia  Point 


district 

Dorchester 


address  ward 

Columbia  Point  13 


■^ 


°'^"'"''P  ^'^,878. 384  s.f.  ^W°^t.  5' 

University  of  Massachusetts    89,000  acres   high  pt.  36' 


zoning 

H-1,  B-1,   1-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Man-made  shoreline  created  by  filling  over  tidal  marsh. 
Vegetation  consists  of  grasses. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


The  site  offers  scenic  views  of  the  city  and  Boston 
Harbor. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Rubble  shoreline. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Rubble  shoreline. 

Views  of  the  surrounding  city. 

Asphalt  road  along  shoreline. 


£.  Surrounding  environment : 


n 


Abandoned  shopping  center,  public  housing  project,  beach, 
playground,  U/Mass.  Campus. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  roadway  through  housing  project. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Poor. 


8.  Potential  development: 


High. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


% 


lO.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


The  site  has  the  potential  to  be  developed  as  part  of  a 
bike  path  or  pedestrian  path.  The  site  also  offers  scenic 
views  of  the  surrounding  city. 


May,  1975 


€ 


f 


i 


site  number 

11-24 


site  name 

Adams  Rock 


district 

Dorchester 


address 

Adams  Street 


ward 

16 


■r 


ownership  t' , 

dtx^ofsBostpn         ^"    , 
(Rea\  Proper^  Dept.) 


size 


9,000  s.f. 


elevation 

low  pt.     45' 
high  pt.     75' 


zoning 


R-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Rock  outcropplngs  and  woods.  Vegetation  includes 
Ash,  Oak  and  Ailanthus. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Rock  outcropping  presents  a  highly  visible  natural 
feature  to  surrounding  area. 


3.  Diversity  within  site : 


Rock  and  woods. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Rock  outcroppings. 
Woods . 


5.  Surrounding  environment : 


.' 

Residential  and  commercial. 

6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Adams  Street. 

7.  Condition  of  site: 

Good. 

8.  Potential  development: 

Low. 

9.  Significance  of  site: 

Significant  natural  feature  in  built-up  area. 

« 

M  Date  surveyed:  December,  1974 

commentt:  Good  Opportunity  to  conserve  site.     Property  could  be  deeded  to 

adjacent  homeowner  as  part  of  the  Mayor's  "REVIVAL"  Program  or 
managed  as  a  conservation  area  by  the  Conservation  Commission. 
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site  number 

11-25 


site  name 

Huntoon  Rock 


district 

Dorchester 


address 

Medway  at 
Huntoon  St. 


ward 

17 


'^ 


ownership 

Individual  Owner 


size 

7,301  s.f. 
0.17  acres 


elevation 

low  pt.     45' 
high  pt.     76' 


zoning 

1-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Rock  outcropping  and  woodland. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Rocks  and  trees. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Rocks  and  woods. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Rock  outcropping. 

Specimen  trees. 

Partially  landscaped  rock  garden. 


1^ 


.  Surrounding  environment: 


Residential  and  light  manufacturing. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Medway  Street  or  Huntoon  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Low. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


*= 


■  0.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


Open  space  containing  geol logically  significant  rock 
outcropping. 


May,  1974 


r- 


'•.^ 


i-" 


r  :y 


i 


/"site  number 


site  name 


district 


1201 


Metropolitan  Avenue Roslindale 


address 

Clarendon  Park 
Whitford  Place 


wa 


;3~\ 


18 


n 


ownersliip 

Private  Individual  Owners 


size  elevation 

108,900  s.f.   low  pt.  125  ft. 
2.50  acres    high  pt.  175  ft. 


zoning 

R-5 
S-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Sloping  terrain  (part  of  a  druml in-shaped  hill);  deciduous 
woodland,  shrubs,  grasses,  wildf lowers. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Dense  woodland  surrounding  shrubbery,  open  space.  The  site 
offers  views  of  downtown  Boston  and  the  Arnold  Arboretum. 


The  site's  diversity  comes  from  the  variation  in  plant  material 


Scenic  views  of  downtown  Boston  and  the  Arnold  Arboretum. 
Diverse  deciduous  vegetation. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


#) 


Single  and  two-family  residential  buildings. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Metropolitan  Avenue. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


8.  Potential  development: 


Good.  The  vegetation  is  in  excellent  condition,  but  there  is  a 
severe  erosion  problem.  Dumping  also  occurs  on  the  site. 


High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


p.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


Excellent  views  and  large  open  space  establish  a  high  priority 
for  creating  a  hillside  park  or  initiating  a  conservation 
restriction. 

December,  1974 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


'( f 


/'site  number 

1202 


site  name 

Canterbury  I 


district  address  ward 

Poplar  Street 
Roslindale      Canterbury  Street      19 


0 


RomanTatfiolic  lC900  s.f.  Il^^''^-  60  ft.  ^°"'"^ 

Archdiocese  of  Boston  2.50  acres  high  pt.  75  ft.  R-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Open  water,  deep  marsh,  shallow  marsh,  hillside  terrain,  rock 
outcroppings,  woodland,  specimen  Elms,  grasses,  shrubs. 


The  varied  natural  characteristics  offer  numerous  visual  experiences. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Grassy  open  area,  woodland,  wetlands. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Hillside  woodland. 
Open  water  and  wetland. 


5.  Surrounding  environment : 


rj' 

School,  residential   (single  family  and  triple  deckers). 

6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Seymour  Street  and  Poplar  Street. 

7.  Condition  of  site: 

Good 

8.  Potential  development: 

High 

9.  Significance  of  site: 

-  Ik. 

Excellent  examples  of  various  ecological  conditions  are  contained 
within  this  site. 

• 

Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


December,  1974 

The  site  could  be  developed  as  a  neighborhood  park. 


BOSTON  I IRRAN  Wll  nS  Rl  IRVFV 


RtfmiOTlug 


site  number 

1203 


site  name 

Grew  Avenue 


district 

Roslindale 


address 

Grew  Avenue 


ward 

18 


ownership 


size 


'i'v?.    «^.         ^  elevation         ^^    .,  zoning 

^  521,874  s.f.    low  pt.  50  ft. 

P Private  Individual  Owners    11.98  acres    high  pt.  123  ft.     S-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

A  hillside  covered  primarily  with  grasses  overlooks  a  level  wooded 
area.     Wild  flowers  are  growing  on  the  site.     Rock  outcroppings. 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Large  open  space  exhibiting  several  stages  of  abandoned  field 
succession. 

3.  Diversity  within  site : 

Mowed  hillside,  field,  shrubs,  woodland,  wildflowers.     Rock 
outcroppings. 

4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 

Woodland. 
Open  hillside. 
Rock  outcropping. 

5.  Surrounding  environment: 

Residential 

6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Mansur  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


8.  Potential  development: 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


JlDate  surveyed: 
Comments: 


Fair;  site  is  disturbed  at  the  edge  and  there  is  also  considerable 
dumping. 


High 


The  site  is  an  important  open  space  used  by  the  neighborhood  for 
recreation. 


December,  1974 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


site  number  site  name  district  address  ward 

l^'U'fr       Eldon  Street         Roslindale        Eldon  Street        20 


^        Real  Properity  Dept.  &       H?0.974  s.f.    TS^'gL  118  ft.    ^°"'"3 
^        Private  Individual  Owners    11.04  acres    high  pt.  160  ft.     S-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics:  ,,^,,j..  .  i_lii  ,  jj  l-j 

Wetlands,  fresh  meadow  marsh,  shallow  marsh,  wooded  swamp,  birds 
and  mammals. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Scenic  views  across  the  fresh  meadow  and  wooded  swamp  and  up  the 
wooded  hillside.  '■' 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Meadow,  swamp,  hillside,  mapped  (unconstructed)  streets. 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary  Wooded  swamp. 

secondary  ^^^^^   meadOW. 


tertiary 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

^  Single  family  residential 


6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Eldon  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Fair;  trees  are  in  excellent  condition  but  dumping  is  extensive. 


8.  Potential  development: 

High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

An  ecologically  rich  urban  area. 


V 


Date  surveyed:  December,  1974 

Comments: 


BOSTON  I IRRAN  Wll  nQ  c:i  id\/cv 


t 


/'site  number 


site  name 


district 


address 


ward     ^ 


1205 


Canterbury  II 


Roslindale      Canterbury  Street   5 


# 


ownership 

Commonwealth  of  Mass.; 
Italian  Catholic  Assoc. 


size 


zoning 


'f.975.930  s.f.    ''To^rpt.     37  ft. 

68.32  acres    high  pt.  106  ft.    S-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Woods  along  the  northern  portion  of  Canterbury  Street,  a  wet 
meadow,  open  field  and  brook. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


f:  I         Disturbed  wood  and  meadow.  A  large  area  on  the  site  is  covered 
'1:**         by  gravel  fill  adjacent  to  the  MDC  water  tunnel. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Woods,  wet  meadow,  field,  brook,  gravel  fill.  Youth  Services 
Building. 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary 

Brook. 

secondary 

Woods. 

tertiary 

Wet  Meadow 

5.  Surrounding  environment : 

tpl  Hospital,  vacant  undeveloped  land,  residential 


6.  Accessibility: 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Directly  accessible  from  Canterbury  Street  and  the  American  Legion 
Highway. 


Poor 


8.  Potential  development: 


High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site,  although  in  poor  condition,  is  still  a  major  wildlife 
habitat. 


« 


■j.  D.t.«.r,.yai:       December,  1974 

Comments: 


RnQTHM   I  IDPAM  \A/II  HQ  Ql  ID\/jrv 


i 


/'site  number 

1205 


site  name 


Canterbury  II 


district 

Roslindale 


address  ward 

Canterbury  Street    5 


ownership 

Comnonwealth  of  Mass.; 
Italian  Catholic  Assoc. 


size___    ^^_         .       eleyation   .  __    .^  zoning 

2,975,930  s.f.   "ow  pt.  37  ft. 

68.32  acres    high  pt.  106  ft.    S-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


r'.\ 

V** 


Woods  along  the  northern  portion  of  Canterbury  Street,  a  wet 
meadow,  open  field  and  brook. 


Disturbed  wood  and  meadow.  A  large  area  on  the  site  is  covered 
by  gravel  fill  adjacent  to  the  MDC  water  tunnel. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Woods,  wet  meadow,  field,  brook,  gravel  fill.  Youth  Services 
Building. 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary 

Brook. 

secondary 

Woods . 

tertiary 

Wet  Meadow 

5.  Surrounding  environment: 

^  Hospital,  vacant  undeveloped  land,  residential 


6.  Accessibility: 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Directly  accessible  from  Canterbury  Street  and  the  American  Legion 
Highway. 


Poor 


8.  Potential  development: 


High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site,  although  in  poor  condition,  is  still  a  major  wildlife 
habitat. 


w 


Date  surveyed:  December,  1974 

Comments: 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


(^ 


^site  number  site  name  district  address  ward 

l2'UO  Boston  State  Hospital  Roslindale  Morton  Streei.  5 

State "offeachusetts            lM\,0^0  s.f.         fi^'^t     41  ft.          ^°^' 
1^ Dept.   of  Mental  Health 34  acres high  pt.   125  ft.  S-5 

1. Natural  characteristics:       ^]^^■^^^Qy,  f^gg^  Water  marsh.  Open  field,  landscaped  institutional 

building  including  specimen  trees. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

A  natural  wet  area  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  partially  destroyed  by 
gravel  fill.  Boston  State  Hospital  is  located  on  the  hillside. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Shallow  marsh,  field,  institutional  buildings,  landscaped  grounds, 
gravel  fill. 

4.  Characteristics: 

primary  Shallow  fresh  water  marsh. 

secondary  BrOOk. 

tertiary 

5.  Surrounding  environment: 

Residential,  undeveloped  land. 


ccessibihty.  Directly  accessible  from  the  Americal  Legion  Highway. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Good,  although  the  site  contains  a  gravel  fill  area. 


8.  Potential  development: 

High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

A  natural  area  becoming  wetter  over  time  due  to  filling  on  an 
adjacent  site. 


'  ^Date  surveyed:       December,  1974 
^""""""^         The  site  was  formerly  a  cultivated  field. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 
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''site  number 

13-20 


site  name 

West  Roxbury 
High  School 


district 

West  Roxbury 


address 


V.F.W.  Parkway 


ward 

20 


ownership 

City  of  Boston  (Public 
Facilities  Department) 


1,878,844  s.f. 
43.13  acres 


elevation  zoning 

low  pt.  94  ft. 
high  pt.   99  ft.  S-3 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Wetland:  fresh  water  marsh.  A  variety  of  trees,  shrubs,  and 
grasses;  birds. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


The  site  of  the  new  West  Roxbury  High  School,  directly  adjacent 
to  visually  obtrusive  sanitary  landfill.  Part  of  school  grounds 
will  remain  a  marsh. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Marsh,  diverse  vegetation,  high  school,  playing  fields. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

School 

secondary 

Marsh 

tertiary 

5.  Surrounding  environment : 


Sanitary  landfill,  open  land,  residential 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  V.F.W.  Parkway. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


The  high  school  is  currently  being  constructed. 


8.  Potential  development: 


High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  remaining  marsh  will  have  important  educational  value  for 
the  high  school. 


» 


Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


November,  1974 
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site  number 

13-21 


site  name 

Searle  Road  Rock 


district 

West  Roxbury 


address 

Searle  Road 


ward 

20 


ownership 

Private 


26,8^  s.f. 
0.61  acres 


'W°Pt.  260  ft.         '°"'"5 
high  pt.   275  ft.         S-3 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Rock  outcropping.  Oak  trees,  humtiocky  terrain. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Vacant,  partially  rock  covered  site  within  a  residential 
neighborhood. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Rock,  hummocky  terrain,  trees,  grasses. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Rock  outcropping 
Oak  trees 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Residential 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Searle  Road. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


A  natural  area  displaying  exposed  bedrock. 


'j|ate  surveyed: 
comments: 


November,  1974 

This  parcel  of  land  could  be  deeded  to  adjacent  landowners  for 

private  gardening  purposes. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


site  number     ^ 

1301 


site  name 

Bakalar 


district  address  ward 

West  Roxbury     Allandale  Street    20 


t 


•  ownership 

Private 


,    „VJ   «„„  -,  elevation       .  .^    ,  zoning 

1,873,080  s.f.     low  pt.  140  ft. 

43.00  acres      high  pt.  213  ft.    S-3 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


'Ponds  (man-made),  gently  slopping  terrain,  mature  woods,  rock 
outcroppings. 


A  quiet  deept  wood  containing  ponds  and  grassy  paths. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Woods,  ponds,  rock  outcroppings,  sloping  terrain;  enclosed  tennis 
courts  are  on  the  site. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Mixed  woodland. 

Man-made  ponds  with  exposed  bedrock. 

Paths  throughout  the  woods. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


6.  Accessibility: 


8.  Potential  development: 


Residential  to  the  north,  institutional  buildings  to  the  southeast. 
The  site  is  adjacent  to  city  parkland. 


Directly  accessible  from  Allandale  Street. 


Good;  there  is  some  dumping  on  the  site. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


Scenic  natural  area  that  could  be  combined  with  adjacent  park 
to  create  a  100  acre  natural  area. 


November,  1974 

A  component  of  the  Charles-to-Charles  Open  Space  Plan, 
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/"site  number 

1302 


site  name 


Brandagee 


district 

West  Roxbury 


address  ward 

Allandale  Street  20 


ownership 

Private 


size  elevation  zoning 

217,800  s.f.      low  pt.  125  ft. 

5.00  acres high  pt.  200  ft.    S-3 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Gently  slopping  terrain,  rock  outcroppings,  woods. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Wooded  land  gently  rises  from  Allandale  Street  and  then  drops 
down  on  the  southern-most  part  of  the  site. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Woods,  rocks,  rolling  terrain,  stone  wall, 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Mature  woods 

Rolling  terrain. 
Roct  outcroppings. 


5.  Surrounding  environment : 


s 


Large  lot  residential,  institutional,  public  parkland. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Allandale  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Excellent 


8.  Potential  development: 


High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


ir 


Valuable  and  scenic  natural  area  which  could  be  combined  with  the 
Bakalar  site  #13-01  and  the  city  parkland  to  form  a  large  natural 
area. 


Date  surveyed:        November,  1974 

Comments: 


A  component  of  the  Charles-to-Charles  Open  Space  Plan, 
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/'site  number 


1303 


site  name 


Souther 


district 


address 


ward      \ 


West  Roxburv Allandale  Street  20_ 


* 


ownership 

Faulkner  Hospital 


size 

740,520  s.f. 
17.00  acres 


elevation  zoning 

low  pt.   125  ft. 
high  pt.   185  ft.         S-3 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Brook,  gently  slopping  terrain,  woods  and  meadows. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Greatly  disturbed  by  fill  storage  and  excavation. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Brook,  rolling  terrain,  woods,  meadow,  storage  of  fill  excavation. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Woods. 

Brook  and  meadow. 

Sloping  terrain. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Large  lot  residential,  institutional 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Allandale  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Poor;  almost  completely  destroyed  except  for  brook. 


8.  Potential  development: 


High,  pressure  to  develop. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  is  a  logical  extention  of  the  Bakalar  and  Brandagee 
sites.  The  brook  provides  a  scenic  amenity. 


|P||i  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


November,  1974 

A  component  of  the  Charles-to-Charles  Open  Space  Plan. 
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/'site  number 

1304 


site  name 


district 


address 


Hancock  Woods 


West  Roxbury V.F.W.  Parkway 


ward 

20 


ownership 

John  Hancock  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Co. 


«    i'£l    ««-.  -  elevation  zoning 

2,063,290  s.f.     low  pt.  141  ft. 

47.30  acres high  pt.  191  ft. 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Brook,  swamps,  valley  topography,  rock  outcroppings,  woods. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


A  quiet  protected  area.  Paths  through  the  site  provide  interesting 
views. 


Brook,  swamps,  rocks,  woods. 


Deciduous-Coniferous  woodland. 
Brook  and  swamps. 
Rock  outcroppings. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


High  density  residential.  Mount  Benedict  Cemetery. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  V.F.W.  Parkway  and  Independence  Drive. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Fair;  site  is  infringed  upon  by  parking  lot. 
and  east  of  the  site. 


Dumping  exists  north 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


m- 


Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


An  undeveloped  scenic  area  ih  the  midst  of  a  densely  developed 
residential  neighborhood.  The  site  serves  as  a  drainage  area  for 
the  surrounding  higher  ground. 

November,  1974 

A  component  of  the  Charles-to-Charles  Open  Space  Plan. 
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site  number 

1305 


site  name 

Waverly  Road 


district 


address 


ard      N 


West  Roxbury      Centre  Street 


20 


i 


ownership 

West  Roxbury  Crushed 
Stone  Co.;  Private 


76'^Y20  s.f. 
1.75  acres 


elevation.       ,,-    ^. 
low  pt.    114  ft. 

high  pt.   150  ft. 


zoning 

S-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


A  tree  swamp  with  a  relatively  dense  understory.  Vegetation  in- 
cludes Red  Maples,  Elms,  high  bush  blueberries,  and  skunk  cabbage. 
A  small  strip  of  slightly  higher  land  is  parallel  to  Centre  Street. 


A  small  natural  area  contrasting  sharply  to  the  adjacent  quarry. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Tree  swamp,  undulating  terrain,  a  relatively  large  variety  of 
tree  and  plant  species. 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary 

Tree  swamp. 

secondary 

Dense  woodland 

tertiary 

5.  Surrounding  environment  : 


West  Roxbury  Quarry,  single  family  residences. 


6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Grove  Street. 

7.  Condition  of  site: 

Fair;  some  dumping  along  the  sidewalk.     The  dense  understory 
should  be  thinned.     Impacted  by  noise  from  the  quarry. 

8.  Potential  development: 

High,  pressure  for  quarry  to  expand  its  operations. 

9.  Significance  of  site: 

A  scenic  relatively  unabused  wetland. 

• 

i» 


J.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


April,  1975 
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site  number 

1306 


site  name 


district 


address 


ward 


Parkway  Pond 


West  Roxbury V.F.W.  Parkway 20 


♦■ 


ownership  size  elevation  zoning 

Idak  Convalescent  Centers   144,918  s.f.     low  pt.  95  ft. 

F.  Deroma.;  Private 3.32  acres high  pt,  125  ft.    S-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Small  pond,  intermittent  stream  bed  and  marsh,  scattered 
boulders,  man-made  hills.  Red  Maple  and  Oak  woodland. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


A  linear  swath  of  natural  land  along  the  V.F.W.  Parkway. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Pond,  Stream,  wetland,  rocks,  woods. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Marsh  areas. 

Woods. 

Intermittent  stream  bed. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Convalescent  home  and  single  fmaily  residential 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  V.F.W.  Parkway. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


8.  Potential  development: 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Fair;  dumping  on  hillsides  and  in  ponds.  Several  fallen  trees, 
remaining  trees  are  in  good  condition. 


High;  there  are  currently  two  proposals  for  the  development  of 
this  area. 


Scenic  natural  area  within  a  built-up  residential  neighborhood. 


jPIl'''  Date  surveyed: 


Comments: 


April,  1975 

The  site  acts  a  a  buffer  area  between  the  houses  and  the  V.F.W. 
Parkway. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


i 


( 


c 


Ot      ^ 


c 


c 


c 


site  number 

1307 


site  name 

Oak  Ridge 


district  address 

West  Roxbury      Laurie  Avenue 


ward 

20 


ownership 


Private 


size  elevation  zoning 

11,200  s.f.       low  pt.  110  ft. 

0.25  acres high  pt.  128  ft.    S-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Twenty  foot  high  rock  outcroppings  of  Roxbury  puddingstone.  Oak 
trees. 


Open  space  containing  massive  rocks, 


3. -Diversity  within  site: 


Rocks,  wooods,  landscaped  area  next  to  adjacent  houses. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Rock  outcroppings. 

Woods. 

Landscaping. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

'^:,l  Residential 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Laurie  Avenue 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Excellent 


8.  Potential  development: 


Low 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Open  area  containing  examples  of  local  geology. 


§ 


Date  surveyed:  April,    1975 

Comments: 
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site  number 

1308 


site  name 


district 


Dump  Shoreline West  Roxbury 


address  ward 

End  of  Gardner  &  . 
Rivermoor  Streets    20 


ownership 

City  of  Boston 

(Dept.  of  Public  Works) 


-«*'^^-f    rnr         £  clevation    .  __    -.  zoning 

3,527,505  s.f.     low  pt.  90  ft. 
80.90  acres      high  pt.  100  ft. 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Freshwater  marsh.  Vegetation  consists  of  primarily  shrubs  and 
grasses  with  a  few  willow  trees. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Scenic  riverbank  with  view  across  the  river  to  woodland, 
to  the  adjacent  landfill  are  unpleasant. 


Views 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Riverbank,  marsh,  dumping  area. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Embankment  of  the  Charles  River. 
Adjacent  sanitary  landfill. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


River,  conservation  land,  sanitary  landfill 


6.  Accessibility: 


Accessible  only  on  foot  from  Rivermoor  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


8.  Potential  development: 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


■^fi''  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


Fair;  infringed  upon  by  trash  and  leeching  materials  from  the 
landfill. 


High  pressure  to  expand  its  operations  of  the  landfill 


Important  link  for  a  continuous  natural  edge  along  the  Charles 
River. 


November,  1974 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


site  number 

1309 


site  name 

Rivermoor 


district  address  ward 

West  Roxbury      Rivermoor  Street     20 


ownership  size elevation  .  zoning 

Rexall  Co.;  Ritter,      1,074,393  s.f.     low  pt.  90  ft. 
Pfacelder  Co.;  Private   24.60  acres high  pt.  100  ft.    M-1 

1.  Natural  characteristics: 

Wooded  riverbank,  marsh.  Vegetation  includes  marsh  grasses  and 
mature  specimen  willow  trees. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Scenic  natural  river's  edge. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Woods,  containing  mature  specimens;  marsh. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Wooded  embankment  of  the  Charles  River. 
Marsh. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Light  Industrial,  sanitary  landfill,  parkland,  river. 


6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Rivermoor  Street. 

7.  Condition  of  site: 

Fair;  disturbed  by  litter  and  dumping. 

8.  Potential  development: 

High 

9.  Significance  of  site: 

The  site  serves  as  a  buffer  between  the  River  and  industrial 
development. 

« 

|-    7.  Date  surveyed:  NOVember,    1974 

Comments: 


Excellent  for  fishing  or  picnicking. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 
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site  number 

13-10 


site  name  district 

Spring  Street  Marsh     West  Roxbury 


address 

V.F.W.   Parkway 


ward 

20 


°""'^''''  um,098  s.f.     ^'rant.  90  n.    '°"'"^ 

Turnpike  Realty  Trust    30.30  acres       high  pt.  105  ft.    B-1,  M-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Riverbank,  marsh. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


A  built-up  commercial  area  along  the  Charles  River. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


River's  edge  and  marsh. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Embankment  of  the  Charles  River. 
Marsh. 


5.  Surrounding  environntent : 


Conmercial,  residential,  strip  development,  Dedham  marshes, 
Charles  River. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Accessible  only  through  privately-owned  and  developed  property. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Poor;  disturbed  and  surrounded  by  adjacent  development. 


8.  Potential  development: 


High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Open  land  along  the  Charles  River. 


ni).  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


November,  1974 
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^site  number 

13-11 


site  name 


district 


address 


New  Haven  Street 


ownership  size 

Turnpike  Realty  Co.;       423,960  s.f. 
Boston  Edison  Co.;  Private   9.73  acres 


West  Roxbury     V.F.W.  Parkway 


wa 


20 


75— > 


qJe 
1< 


Jevation  _.    .^  zoning 

tow  pt.     92  ft. 
high  pt.   103  ft.  M-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Brook,  meadow,  exposed  bedrock,  woods. 


k.  Visual  characteristics: 


Linear  natural  area. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Intermittent  brook,  wet  meadow,  rock,  woods,  abandoned  railroad 
righ-of-way,  paths. 


Wooded  path  from  Spring  Street  to  Dedham  town  line. 
Meadow  and  brook;  meadow  is  seasonally  wet. 
Rock  outcroppings. 


5.  Surrounding  environment : 

^,1  Residential,  coitmercial,  industrial. 


6.  Accessibility: 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Directly  accessible  from  V.F.W.  Parkway  as  well  as  other  adjacent 
streets. 


Varies  from  disturbed  to  undisturbed. 


8.  Potential  development: 


High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


ijj.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


Provides  opportunity  for  establishing  a  biking  and  walking  path 
from  West  Roxbury  to  Dedham. 


November,  1974 
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site  number 

1312 


site  name 


district 


address 


Roxbury  Latin  School    West  Roxbury 


Quail  Street 


ward 

20 


ownership  size  elevation 

Trustees  of  Roxbury  Lation  School;  3,327,295  s.f.   low  pt.  190  ft. 
W.  Roxbury  Crushed  Stone  Co. 76.38  acres    high  pt.  280  ft. 


zoning 


S-5 


1 .  Natural  characteristics: 


Pond,  brook,  wetlands  (marsh  and  wooded  swamp),  rock  outcroppings, 
Vegetation  includes  diverse  tree,  shrub  and  grass  species. 
Abundant  birds  and  water  life. 


2.  Visual  characteristics:  ,,    ^  .       ^. 

High  diversity  of  spatial  areas  within  the  site.  Water  is  the 
primary  focal  point.  Distant  views  of  Blue  Hills. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Complex  ecological  system  of  wetland  and  woodlands, 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Surface  water  and  wetlands. 
Rock  outcroppings. 
Diverse  vegetation. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

Jf;  Low  density  residential,  quarry,  Roxbury  Latin  School 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Quail  and  Plover  Streets. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Excellent,  although  there  are  several  junked  cars  on  the 
site. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


~.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


The  site  is  a  prime  example  of  urban  wilderness.  Ecological 
conditions  are  unparalled  by  any  private  or  public  open  space 
in  Boston. 

November,  1974 

Potential  as  an  Audobon  Sanctuary,  acquisition  by  Trustees  of 

Reservation  or  Conservation  Commission. 
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/'she  number                                    site  name                                             district                                      address                                    ward       \ 

■^' "^          West  Roxbury  Quarry                 West  Roxbury               Grove  Street                 20 

(k                      WesTTfoxlTury  Crushed        3.0ig:497  s.f.           f6^'%.     65  ft.         ""'"^ 
^                      Stone  Company                    70.00  acres               high  pt.  260  ft.          S-5 

1.  Natural  characteristics: 

Rock  ledges,  quarry  pit. 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

An  active  quarry  showing  dramatic  rock  cliffs. 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Quarry  operation. 

4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 

Large  active  quarry. 

Rock  cliffs  rising  at  least  200  feet. 

5.  Surrounding  environment: 

v^                                 Roxbury  Latin  School,  undeveloped  natural  area,  small  industrial 
^                                 area,  commercial,  new  residential. 

6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Grove  Street. 

7.  Condition  of  site: 

Poor;  site  is  totally  disturbed. 

8.  Potential  development: 

High 

9.  Significance  of  site: 

Directly  adjacent  to  scenic  natural  area. 

« 

^  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 

V 

November,  1974 

Alternatives  for  future  development  include  sanitary  landfill  or 
a  lake. 
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site  number 

13-14 


site  name 


Rockview 


district 

West  Roxbury 


address  ward 

New  Haven  Street    20 


ownership  size  elevation  _    .  zoning 

52,005  s.f.        Tc-  -"  '"-  '- 
Private  1.19  acres 


low  pt.  105  ft. 
high  pt.  131  ft.    S-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Rock  outcroppings,  steep  slopes  and  specimen  trees. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


A  natural  area  contrasting  to  surrounding  residential  development. 
Site  offers  scenic  views  of  the  Charles  River. 


Rock,  steep  slopes,  scrub  trees. 


Rock  outcroppings. 

Scenic  views  from  top  of  the  rock. 


5.  Surrounding  environment : 


$ 


Suburban  residential 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  New  Haven  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Rock  outcroppings  are  undisturbed, 
their  yards  into  the  site. 


Neighbors  have  extended 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


A  small  natural  area  which  can  be  developed  as  a  small  neighborhood 
park. 


Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


November,  1974 


BOSTON  I  IRRAM  Wll  n«;  c;i  IR\/FV 
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/"site  number 

13-15 

site  name                                            district                                      address 

Dragon  Rock                      West  Roxbury               Centre  Street 

ward      A 

20 

..  .                                         ownership                                              size                                   elevation                                    zoning 

(|                         City  of  Boston                       51,217  s.f.                low  pt.   135  ft. 

(Real  Property  Depart.)       1.17  acres                high  pt.   153  ft.          S-5 

1.  Natural  characteristics: 

Rock  outcroppping,  woodland. 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

A  small  natural  area  within  residential  development. 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Rock  and  trees. 

4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 

Rock  outcropping 
Mature  Oak  trees 

5.  Surrounding  environment: 

Residential 

6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Centre  Street. 

7.  Condition  of  site: 

Good 

8.  Potential  development: 

Low 

9.  Significance  of  site: 

Natural  area  with  large  rock  outcropping. 

• 

^.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 

November,  1974 

) 
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site  number 

13-16 


site  name 

Dana  Road 


district 

West  Roxbury 


address 

Dana  Road 


ward 

20 


ownership 

City  of  Boston  (Real 
Property  Department) 


size 

37,578  s.f. 
0.86  acres 


elevation  , 


ilevation         ,  ,  c    ** 

low  pt.  115  ft. 
high  pt.  175  ft. 


zoning 

S-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Brook,  wetland,  steep  hills,  rock  outcropping,  woods. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Spatial  enclosure  created  by  hills  and  woods.  Small  isolated 
houses  dispersed  throughout  the  site. 


Houses,  dirt  roads,  brook,  tree  swamp,  rocks,  and  woods. 


Rock  outcroppings 

Woods 

Hilly  topography  dotted  with  houses 


5.  Surrounding  environment : 


* 

Residential 

6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Birch  Street. 

7.  Condition  of  site: 

yjery  good,  dumping  occurs  along  the  brook. 

8.  Potential  development: 

Unknown 

9.  Significance  of  site: 

Open  natural  areas. 

• 

J|.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


November,  1974 

The  undeveloped  portions  of  the  site  have  potential  as  neighborhood 
parks  or  conservation  land.  Conservation  restrictions  could  be  an 
option  for  maintaining  the  site  as  open  space. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


site  number 

13-17 


site  name 


Hancock  Swamp 


district 

West  Roxbury 


address  ward 

Behind  Mt. 

Benedict  Cemetery    20 


ownership 

Private 


size 

343,824  s.f. 
7.90  acres 


elevation  zoning 

low  pt.  146  ft. 
high  pt.  180  ft.     R-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Wooded  swamp. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Dense  woods. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


A  wooded  swamp. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Wooded  swamp. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


.'» 


Undeveloped  wetlands,  high  density  multi-family  residential, 


6.  Accessibility: 


Accessible  only  on  foot  from  LaGrange  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


8.  Potential  development: 


Area  is  becoming  wetter  due  to  increased  runoff  of  surrounding 
developed  land. 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


k 


^■i.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


The  site  is  a  natural  low  point  and  water  collector.  It  is 
adjacent  to  the  Sawmill  Brook  and  Brook! ine  Bird  Sanctuary. 


November,  1974 
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site  number 

1318 


site  name 

Sawmm  Brook 


district 


address 


wa 


West  Roxbury      Baker  Street 


20 


Holyhood  CemeTery^soc;  Assoc.   3,^.000  s.f.   td'i^'m.  92  ft.    ^°"'"s 
of  Evangelist  Lutheran  Churches   68,80  acres     high  pt.  130  ft.     S-3 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Wetlands:  seasonably  flooded  flats,  deep  marsh,  shallow  marsh; 
rock  outcroppings;  hills;  drumlin;  trees;  shrubs  and  grasses;  birds 
and  waterfowl. 


Spacious  marsh  enclosed  by  trees  and  shrubs. 


Wetlands,  rock,  rolling  terrain,  diverse  vegetation. 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary 

Marsh 

secondary 

Periphery  of  trees 

tertiary 

Rolling  landform 

5.  Surrounding  environment: 


;i 


Open  land,  cemeteries  and  sanitary  landfill 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Baker  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Excellent 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown;  possible  future  M.D.C.  Reservation 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Prime  wildlife  habitat 


j|.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


November,  1974 

High  potential  for  conservation  and  recreation  uses. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVFY 


c 


/"site  number  site  name  district  address  ward      ^ 

•1Q.HQ  Centre  Street 

'^    '^ Centre  Marsh West  Roxbury  Grove  Street  20 


r|                    Unclearr'fi?'Obably  West          23fi^'605  s.f.            '%Th-   120  ft. 
Roxbury  Crushed  Stone  Co.     5.31  acres                high  pt.   125  ft. 

zoning 

S-5 

1.  Natural  characteristics: 

Shrub  and  tree  swamp. 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

A  densly  wooded  area  separated  from  the  sidewalk  by  a 
slope. 

Steep 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Shrub  and  tree  swamp;  grassy,  steep  embankment. 

4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 

Shrub  and  tree  swamp. 

5-  Surrounding  environment: 

:) 


West  Roxbury  Sand  and  Gravel  Co.;  single  family  residential 


6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Centre  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Fair;  dumping  near  the  sidewalk. 


8.  Potential  development: 

Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

A  natural  wetland  area. 


-.0.  Date  surveyed:  April,    1975 

Comments: 


A  ft  I    1  ■  .at     r^r^     r^t   lf-\»  »^^ 
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site  number 

1401 


site  name 


Sally  Rock 


district 

Hyde  Park 


address 

Crane  Street  & 
Collins  Street 


ward 

18 


ownership 

City  of  Boston  (Real 


zf^n  s.f. 
Property  Dept.),  Private   0.67  acres     high  pt.  170' 


.elevation       __, 

low  pt.     80' 


zoning 


L-5,  S-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Ponds,  marshes,  spring  and  streams,  hills,  rock  outcroppings, 
boulders,  rock  cliff  (from  Quarry  operation)  woods  including 
specimen  trees,  shrubs,  grasses.  Birds  and  rabbits. 


Diverse  views  of  natural  phenomena  as  well  as  distant  views  of 
the  Blue  Hills. 


Varying  terrain,  open  water,  wetlands,  fields,  woods. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Views  from  the  site  of  Boston  neighborhoods  and  Blue  Hills. 
Rock  cliffs,  rock  outcroppings,  fossils  in  rock  formations. 
Spring-fed  ponds  and  wetlands. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


i 


Shopping  center,  residential,  abandoned  quarry. 


6.  Accessibility: 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


8.  Potential  development: 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Directly  accessible  from  Collins  Street  and  Cummings  Highway. 


Good;  most  parts  of  the  site  are  in  good  condition  except  for 
extensive  dumping  at  the  lower  elevations.  Erosion  is  a  problem 
in  certain  areas. 


High,  portions  of  the  site  are  easily  developable.  A  K-Mart  has 
been  proposed  for  the  lower  portion  of  the  site. 


The  site  is  a  spectacular  combination  of  scenic  natural  areas  and 
diverse  spatial  settings. 


kpate  surveyed: 
'  Comments: 


November,  1974 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


site  number 

1403 


site  name 


Monterey  Hmtop 


district 

Hvde  Park 


address  ward 

Beechmont  Footwav 

EdQewav  Terrace       18 


m 


Citv  of  BolToT'fcal  Prooertv  *,759  s.f.        fcl^^l.     85'  ^°"'"^ 

Deot).  Sevenal  Co.  Inc.,  Private      6.51  acres  h1qh  pt.   175'  S-5 


Natural  characteristics: 


Steep  hillside,  woods,  quarry. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Site  offers  views  of  the  Blue  Hills  and  Boston.  The  site.  Itself, 
Is  unsafe  due  to  severe  erosion. 


Woodland,  steeply  eroding  hillside,  dumping,  public  right-of-way. 


Scenic  views  across  Stony  Brook  Valley  to  the  Blue  Hills. 
High  eroding  cliffs  caused  bv  previous  ouarrvlnq  operations. 

Woodland. 


5.  Surrounding  environnKnt: 


Residential 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Glencllff  Road. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Fair;  severe  erosion,  dumping. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


10.  Date  surveyed: 
-'   Jamments: 


The  site  provides  a  scenic  viewing  area  for  the  neighborhood  and 
has  opportunities  for  becoming  a  major  hillside  recreational  area 
for  winter  sports. 

November,  1974 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


'site  number  site  name  district  address  ward 

14-04 

'^  ^^ Boundary  I Hyde  Park       West  Street  18 


"% 


City  ofTos'^on  700r6tO  s.f.      fi^K-  199'       '°""' 

(Parks  Department)       16.00  acres      high  pt.  236'       H-1 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Intermittent  wet  areas,  mixed  woodland,  sloping  terrain,  rock 
outcropplngs. 


Rugged  natural  area. 


Sloping  terrain,  rocks,  woods,  wetland. 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary  WOOdland 

secondary  Exposed  rock  and  rugged  topography 

tertiary 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


5.  Surrounding  environment : 

y.  Stony  B  rook  Reservation,  George  Wright  Golf  Course,  high  density 

•^  residential. 

6.  Accessibility: 

Accessibility  by  foot  from  Blue  Ledge  Drive. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Good 


8.  Potential  development: 

High;  two  development  proposals  have  been  made. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

The  site  provides  a  natural  extension  of  the  Stony  Brook 
Reservation. 


10 /jOate  surveyed:  .,  ,  ,„-, 

.1  November,  1974 

Comments: 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


f 


( 


site  number  site  name  district  address  ward 

14-05 

'^  ^^ Boundary  II Hyde  Park West  Street 18 

ownership  size  elevation  zoning 

City  of  Boston  (Parks       1,788,204  s.f.   low  pt.  60' 
'l'      Department);  Private        41.00  acres    high  pt.  133^ S^l 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

Wooods,  rock  outcropplngs,  ponds,  brooks. 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Natural  undisturbed  woodland. 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Varying  topography  and  diverse  ecological  conditions. 

4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 

Woods. 

Rock  outcropping. 

Brooks  and  ponds. 

5.  Surrounding  environment 

George  Wright  Golf  Course,  Woodland,  low  density  residential. 

;i 


6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  South,  Emmet,  and  Gordon  Streets. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Good;  some  dumping. 


8.  Potential  development: 

High,  housing  development  has  been  proposed. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

Diverse  natural  area  which  could  be  incorporated  into  the  Stony 
Brook  Reservation. 


10  Date  surveyed:      November,  1974 

■ .  ..Comments: 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


(. 


site  number 

1406 


site  name 

Dell  Avenue  Rock 


district 

Hyde  Park 


address 

Dell  Avenue 


ward 


18 


> 


ownership  ,^       , 

City  or  Boston  (Real 
Property  Department; 


'§^519  s.f.    toT'^1.  90'      ""'"3 
1.32  acres    high  pt.  127'      S-5,  R-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Rock  outcroppings.  Oak  and  Birch  woods  containing  specimen  trees, 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Rock,  tree  covered  hill  is  the  only  natural  feature  along 
Intensively  developed  Hyde  Park  Avenue. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Rocks,  Oak  and  Birch  trees,  grass,  flagpole. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Rock  outcropping  rising  40  feet. 

Level  hilltop  area  offering  scenic  views  to  Stony  Brook  Reservation. 
Specimen  trees  and  woods. 


5.  Surrounding  environment : 


Single  and  two  family  residential. 


:^* 

6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  via  Lincoln  Street  and  Hyde  Park  Avenue. 

7.  Condition  of  site: 

Excellent. 

8.  Potential  development: 

Low. 

9.  Significance  of  site: 

Provides  open  space  for  the  neighborhood. 

10^-Pate  surveyed: 
■\_^omments: 

V 

November,  1974 

The  site  is  presently  used  as  a  ply  area  for  neighborhood  children. 

BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 
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■site  number 

1407 


site  name 

West  Street 


district  address  ward 

Railroad  Ave.,  Riverside 
Hyde  Pakr     Sq.,  Neponset  River      18 


■1: 


ownership 

Owned  by  MDC 
and  Abutters 


size 

63,000  s.f. 
1.45  acres 


elevation 

low  pt.   45' 
high  pt.  90' 


zoning 

R-5 


1 .  Natural  characteristics: 

Embankment  gently  sloping  towards  the  Neponset  River.     The  site 
Is  wooded  and  part  of  it  is  a  wetland. 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Scenic  contrast  of  natural  wooded  area  to  surrounding  development. 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Riverbank,  woods,  wetland,  paths. 

4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 

Riverbank 

Wooded  area 

Views  of  the  river. 

5.  Surrounding  environment : 

Residential,  light  Industry. 

i 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Pierce  and  River  Streets, 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Fair 


8.  Potential  development: 


High 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


■•■^-Oate  surveyed: 
'  Comments: 


Natural  open  space  along  the  Neponset  River.  This  site  is  one  of  the 
last  undisturbed  natural  sections  along  the  River  which  has  not  yet 
been  acquired  by  MDC. 

November,  1974 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 
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^ite  number 

1408 


site  name 

Railroad  Avenue 


district 

Hyde  Park 


address  ward 

River  Street 

Neponset  River      18 


i 


ownership 

Owned  by  Abutters 


iS'l^/N««    ^  .elevation   .„, 

54,000  s.f.     low  pt.  45' 
1.24  acres    high  pt.  53' 


zoning 

R-5 


1 .  Natural  characteristics: 


Woods,  scattered  rock  outcropplngs,  small  meadow. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


An  unpaved  road,  wooded  on  either  side,  separates  apartment  buildings 
and  the  Neponset  River  Reservation  (owned  by  MDC).  The  river  is 
visible  from  the  site. 


Paer  street,  woods,  rock  outcropplngs,  meadow. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

Woodland 

Rock  outcropplngs 

tertiary 

Meadow 

5.  Surrounding  environment: 


'^ii 


'} 


Apartment  houses,  light  Industrial,  Truman  Highway  (across  the 
river). 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Railroad  Avenue. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  provides  an  opportunity  to  enlarge  the  MDC  easement  along 
the  river. 


''='''. Oate  surveyed: 

/a 
-    Comments: 


November,  1974 

The  site  Is  fenced  off  from  the  Neponset  River.  It  should  be  made 
more  accessible.  The  BRA  proposed  that  the  site  be  acquired  by  the 
MDC  in  May.  1975. 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 
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/"site  number 

1409 


site  name 


Sprague  Pond 


district 


Hyde  Park 


address 

Sprague  Street 
Lakeside  Avenue 


ward        \ 

18 


> 


ownership 

City  of  Boston  (Real 
Property  Department) 


size 

58.877  s.f. 
1.35  acre 


elevation 

low  pt.   55 
high  pt.  70' 


zoning 

M-1 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Pond  and  surrounding  grassy  shoreline.  Shoreline  vegetation 
includes  Red  Maples  and  Willows. 


2.  Visual  characteristics:  . 

Rural  setting  offering  views  to  the  Blue  Hills. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Pond,  shoreline,  maintained  grass  area,  manicured  gardens  of 
residents. 


Pond 

Scenic  views  of  the  Blue  Hills. 

Shoreline. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Nineteenth  century  house,  large  factories,  vacant  land. 


6.  Accessibility: 


The  site  is  enclosed  by  private  land. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Excellent;  water  appears  to  be  relatively  unpolluted. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


10.  Date  surveyed: 
t  omments: 


The  site  contains  a  uniquely  scenic  pond  highly  suitable  to  passive 
recreation.  This  is  the  only  pond  in  Boston  without  public  access. 


November,  1974 

The  pond  is  impacted  by  the  Penn  Central  main  line  tracks  which 

abut  the  eastern  side. 
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site  number 

14-10 


site  name 

Readvllle  Maples 


district 

Hyde  Park 


address 

Meadow  Road 


ward 

18 


\ 


ownership 

Stop  &  Shop  Co. 


120, 96t)  s.f. 
2.75  acres 


e|fivation^       __, 

Tow  pt.  55 
high  pt.  66' 


zoning 

M-1 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Mature  specimen  Sugar  Maples  formally  planted  along  a  grassy 
strip  of  land. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


The  strip  of  trees  separating  a  commercial  and  residential  area 
serves  as  an  attractive  visual  buffer. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Mature  tree  specimens  and  grass. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secoridary 

tertiary 


Mature  tree  specimens. 
Views  of  the  Blue  Hills. 


5.  Surrounding  environment : 


Stop  &  Shop  warehouses,  Penn  Central,  residential,  Neponset  River 
Reservation. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Stop  &  Shop  property  and  Reservation  Road. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Serves  as  a  buffer  between  the  residential  area  and  the 
warehouses. 


'2'  Date  surveyed: 
-^    Comments: 


April,  1975 


BOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


/^site  number 

14-11 


site  name 


Euclid  Street 


district 

Hyde  Park 


address 

EucUd  Street 
Neponset  River 


ward 

18 


ownership 

Private 


isb':%b  s.f.       !'arp°£.  35' 

3.87  acres  high  pt.  58'  M-1 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Woods  and  meadow  within  fifteen  feet  of  the  Neponset  River. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


A  wooded  area  bordered  by  Industrial  land  uses  provides  a  natural 
site  along  the  river's  edge  (MDC  has  an  easement  along  the  river. 


Meadow  and  woodland. 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary 

Meadow 

secondary 

Woodland 

tertiary 

5.  Surrounding  environment: 


s 


Industrial,  railroad  tracks,  a  few  single  family  homes. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Accessible  from  River  Street  by  crossing  the  railroad  tracks. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Fair 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  provides  an  opportunity  to  enlarge  the  MDC  easement 
along  the  river's  edge. 


'    ,Date  surveyed: 
Comments; 


April,  1975 

The  site  Is  one  of  the  largest  properties  along  the  Neponset 
River  yet  to  be  acquired  by  the  MDC. 
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/"site  number 


14-13 


site  name 

Pleasantview 


district 

Hyde  Park 


address  ward 

Pleasantview  Street    18 


1 


ownership  size 

City  of  Boston  (Real       23,931  s.f. 
Property  Dept.);  Individual  0.54  acres 


elevation       .^.  , 

low  pt.   131' 
high  pt.   146' 


zoning 

L-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Rock  outcropping  and  rubble.  Vegetation  consists  primarily  of 
Oak  and  Birch  trees. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


A  natural  area  offering  views  to  Monterey,  Bellevue,  and 
Metropolitan  hills. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Rocks,  young  trees,  shrubs. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Rock  terrain 
Scenic  views 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


'5 


Single  family  residential  and  abandoned  rock  quarry, 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Pleasantview  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good 


8.  Potential  development: 


Low 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


A  natural  landscape  in  a  developed  residential  neighborhood. 


.7 


,    '.      vDate  surveyed: 


Comments: 


April,  1975 

The  site  could  be  an  access  point  to  Sally  Rock,  Site  #14.01. 
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site  number 

14-14 


site  name 

Falrvlew  Quarry 


district 

Hyde  Park 


address 

Upton  Street 


ward 

18 


;j"^ 


ownership 

Private;  B.  E. 
Cunniff,  Inc. 


292^^00  s.f.  1'Sr'p°t.  70' 

6.71  acres  high  pt.  90' 


zoning 

S-5 


1 .  Natural  characteristics: 


The  site  Is  an  old  sand  and  gravel  quarry.  There  are  acattered 
clumps  of  young  Birches  on  the  bottom  and  the  sides  of  the  quarry. 
Mature  Oak  trees  rim  the  top  of  the  quarry. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


The  walls  of  the  quarry  create  a  unique  spatial  area. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Clumps  of  trees,  stepped  landforms,  quarry  walls. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Quarry 

Mature  Oak  trees 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


:i^ 


Falrvlew  Cemetery,  single  family  residential  area.  Stony  Brook 
Reservation. 


3.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Falrvlew  Cemetery  and/or  Turtle  Street. 


1.  Condition  of  site: 


Good 


t.  Potential  development: 


High 


).  Significance  of  site: 


1.  D    ^.jUrveyed: 
Comments: 


April.  1975 
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site  number 

14-16 


site  name 


Dana  Avenue 


district 

Hyde  Park 


address 


Dana  Avenue 


ward 
18 


^_ 


City  oTBotton  (Dept.  16.^  s.f.  T^^^".  50' 

of  Public  Works)  0.36  acres  high  pt.  55' 


zoning 

M-1 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

Embankment  of  the  Neponset  River. 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Views  of  the  river  and  the  opposite  wooded  riverbank  and  hillside. 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 

River 

4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 

River  embankment 

5.  Surrounding  environment  : 

Tln^1aWia'^a    ciirrnimWI nn    Sc    nPU    ctnrano    uarrl.    wnnHerl    r^uarhsnk    nn 

t>  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Accessible  through  the  DPW  storage  yard. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


8.  Potential  development: 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Poor;  the  riverbank  Is  rip-rapped  and  there  Is  a  leaching  salt 
storage  facility  on  the  site. 


High;  If  the  DPW  operation  Is  discontinued  the  site  could  be 
developed. 


The  site  Is  adjacent  to  the  Neponset  River. 


^^'SmZT''^  April.  1975 

The  site  could  be  acquired  by  the  MDC  in  order  to  create  a 
continuous  riverfront  park. 
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site  number 

14-17 


site  name 


Margin  Street 


district 

Hyde  Park 


address 

Margin  Street 


ward 

18 


ownership 

Unclear,  probably  MDC 
or  City  of  Boston 


I^'IOO  s.f. 
0.40  acres 


flf^'$T.   49' 
high  pt.  50' 


zoning 

M-1 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


This  site  Is  a  riverbank  at  the  confluence  of  the  Neponset  River 
and  Mother  Brook.  The  riverbank  Is  vegetated  with  Sumac  and 
Allanthus  trees. 


A  natural  riverbank  In  the  back  of  the  small  houses. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Shrubs  and  riverbank. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Bank  of  the  Mother  Brook. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


Residential,  commercial  and  light  manufacturing. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Margin  Street  or  Fulton  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  Is  adjacent  to  the  river. 


I  V_  "^ate  surveyed: 
'oomments: 


April,  1975 

Adjacent  property  owners  have  well  maintained  gardens  and  appear 

to  grow  vegetables  along  the  embankment. 
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/'site  number 


14-18 


site  name 

AlUs  Chalmers 


district 

Hyde  Park 


address  ward 

Hyde  Park  Avenue       18 


^ 


ownership 

Private: 

All Is  Chalmers 


size 

150,000  s.f. 
3.44  acres 


elevation 

low  pt.  45 
high  pt.  55' 


zoning 


M-1,   R-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

The  site  Is  adjacent  to  Mother  Brook. 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Riverbank. 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Recently  demolished  Industrial  building;  rubble  remains  throughout 
the  site. 

4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 

Riverbank 

5.  Surrounding  environment : 

y 


6.  Accessibility: 


Accessible  from  Hyde  Park  Avenue  and  Walnut  Avenue. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Poor 


8.  Potential  development: 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


^\Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


High;  the  site  Is  zoned  for  Industrial  and  residential  uses  and 
Is  suitable  for  development. 


The  site  has  excellent  opportunities  for  providing  active/passive 
recreational  facltllltles  and  serves  as  a  link  of  Mother  Brook  and 
Neponse;t  River  Reservation. 


April,  1975 

The  site  Is  vacant  and  for  sale.     BRA  has  recommended  that  MDC 
purchases  this  site  for  recreational  purposes. 
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site  number  site  name  district  address  ward 

'^  '" Mother  Brook  I Hyde  Park Hyde  Park  Avenue 18_ 

ownership  . ,  si ze  .elevation     „„,  zoning 

Private:  16.000  s.f.      low  pt.  50' 

' Star  Market  Co. 0.36  acres      high  pt.  51'        M-1 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

This  site  consists  of  20  foot  easement  on  both  sides  of  Mother 
Brook.  The  riverbanks  are  covered  by  shrubs  and  some  trees. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Wooded  river  embankments  and  the  adjacent  buildings  give  the  site 
a  rural  appearance  despite  the  proximities  of  the  very  buy  Hyde 
Park  Avenue. 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Brook,  woods,  shrubs. 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary  BrOOk 

secondary  Shrubbery  and  trees. 

tertiary 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 

)>  Supermarket,  railroad  tracks,  Hyde  Park  Avenue,  vacant  lots. 


6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Penn  Central  and  Hyde  Paqrk  Avenue. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

.  Good;  there  Is  some  dumping  on  the  banks  of  the  brook. 


8.  Potential  development: 

High;  adjacent  supermarket  could  enlarge  their  parking  to  the 
edge  of  the  brook. 

9.  Significance  of  site: 

The  site  Is  an  Important  link  In  the  proposed  Mother  Brook/Neponset 
River  Corridor. 

« 

)'  ■  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 

The  site  was  recommended  for  MDC  acquisition  In  May  1975. 
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''site  number  site  name  district  address  ward 

l^'^U Mother  Brook  II Hyde  Park Reservation  Road     18 

ownership  size  elevation  zoning 

,         Penn  Central  260,000  s.f.     low  pt.  50' 

II Private 5.96  acres high  pt.  84' H:^ 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

Brook,  wooded  banks  and  adjacent  vacant  lot. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

The  architecturally  Interesting  industrial  buildings  forms  an 
Interesting  backdrop  for  a  wooded  riverbank  landscape. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Brook  and  trees. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary  BrOOk 

secondary  Shrubs  and  trees 

tertiary 

5.  Surrounding  environment: 

"j  lT|  Industrial  and  commercial 


6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Reservation  Road. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Good;  most  parts  of  the  site  are  in  good  condition,  except  the  flat 
vacant  lot. 


8.  Potential  development:  ..,    .        ^,  ,,  ,  ,  ....  .. 

High;  flat  part  of  the  site  is  suitable  for  development. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

The  site  is  an  Important  segment  of  the  proposed  Mother  Brook/ 
Neponset  River  Corridor. 


N. 


*     4l>ate  surveyed: 
V  ■      Comments: 

The  site  was  recommended  for  MDC  acquisition  by  BRA  in  May  1975 
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te  number 

14-21 


site  name 

Mother  Brook  III 


district 

Hyde  Park 


address 

River  Street 


ward 

18 


ownership                                              size                                   elevation                                    zoning 

-  --^1  Central;  Dedham  Mills  Inc;                202,500  s.f.           low  pt.  46' 
Superior  r.nrppt  Tnr;   .liilin  John  Trst.     4.4fi  acres            hiah  ot.   57'               M-1 

Natural  characteristics: 

i 

Brook,  the  banks  covered  with  young  trees  and  various  kinds 
shrubs. 

of 

.  Visual  characteristics: 

Wooded  river  embankment  confined  by  adjacent  industrial  and 
coiranercial   buildings. 

.  Diversity  within  site : 

Brook,  trees  and  shrubs. 

k  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 

Brook 

Shrubs  and  trees 

1 .  Surrounding  environment 

.i^ 


Industrial  and  commercial 


i.  Accessibility: 


From  River  Street  through  Singer  Sales  Co.  property  and  directly 
accessible  from  Reservation  Road. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Fair;  there  is  a  dumping  problem  along  the  riverbanks.  Some 
trees  should  be  pruned  and  underbrush  cleared. 


3.  Potential  development: 


High;  the  site  is  endangered  by  further  expansion  of  industrial 
uses. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  is  one  of  the  few  remaining  natural  areas  along  the  river. 


10.  i  I      surveyed: 
Comments: 


The  site  is  an  important  segment  of  Mother  Brook/Neponset  River 
Corridor  and  it  was  recommended  for  MDC  acquisition. 


Rn<;TnN  i  irran  wii  n.<^  ri  irvfy 


site  number 

14-23 


site  name 


Neponset  River  II 


district 

Hyde  Park 


address  ward 

Hyde  Park  Avenue 18 


ownership  size__  eievatioa       .-. 

^     Unclear:  "zebra^  ownership        139,000  s.f.   low  p^.  46' 
\^  f     divided  between  Hot  Top  Pt.  &  MDC   3.19  acres    high  pt.  64' 


zoning 

M-1 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Meadow  and  some  trees  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


River  and  meadow  with  buildings  and  mechanical  equipment  in  the 
background  gives  the  site  an  industrial  character. 


River  and  meadow. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


River 
Meadow 


5.  Surrounding  environment : 


>J 


Industrial  and  residential 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Easton  Avenue  or  Hyde  Park  Avenue. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


8.  Potential  development: 


Poor;  The  site  is  dumped  on  and  encroached  upon  by  the  adjacent 
Hot  Top  Plant  Co.  which  uses  the  site  for  truck  and  material 
storage. 


Not  known. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


\^ 


j.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


The  site  is  an  important  segment  of  the  proposed  Mother  Brook/ 
Neponset  River  Corridor  and  it  was  recommended  for  MDC  acquisition 
in  May,  1975. 
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/'site  number 

1501 


site  name 

Glades ide  I 


district 

Mattapan 


wa 


address 

River  St.  (part  of 
Chronic  Disease  Hosp)  18 


ownership  .  .«.ii2e.__ 

City  of  Boston  (Health  &     196,020  s.f. 
Hospitals  Department) 4.50  acres 


elevation  ^         __    -.  zoning 

low  pt.     75  ft. 
high  pt.   101  ft.         R-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


Shrub  and  tree  swamp,  nature  woodland  with  shrub  undergrowth,  birds, 
boulders,  perimeter  stone  walls. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


Wooded  area  with  water  features. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Swamp,  woods,  boulders. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Woodland  features  are  similar  to  areas  in  Franklin  Park  'Wilderness' 

area. 
Water 
Boulders 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


\  ^ 


Chronic  Disease  Hospital,  residential. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  the  end  of  Gladeside  Avenue. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Good;  some  peripheral  dumping. 


8.  Potential  development: 


High,  pressure  for  residential  development. 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Scenic  open  space  whose  natural  woodland  and  topography  rival 
some  of  the  finest  areas  in  Franklin  Park  and  the  Stonybrook 
Reservation. 


ip.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


4 


December,  1974 
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site  number 

1504 


site  name 

Willowwood  Rock 


district 

Mattapan 


address  ward 

Willowwood  street    18 


a 


ownership    , 

City  of  Boston  (Real 
Property  Department) 


7,2(56's.f. 
0.16  acres 


^^6^'%.   60' 
high  pt.  80' 


zoning 

R-8 


I.  Natural  characteristics: 


Massive  slate  rock  outcropping,  Ash  trees,  flat  vacant  land. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Open  field  with  scrub  growtH  and  rock  outcropping  bounded  by 
a  dense  residential  develppment. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Rocks,  trees,  scrub  growth. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Rock  outcropping. 
Vacant  land. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


{     : 


Dense  residential  neighborhood. 


6.  Accessibility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Willowwood  Street. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Fair;  some  dumping. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


Geologically  significant  exposed  rock. 


10.  Date  surveyed: 
W     Comments: 


December,  1974 

The  rock  on  this  site  is  the  same  that  is  found  under  Beacon  Hill 
The  presence  of  this  rock  this  far  from  Beacon  Hill  is  unique. 
Interesting  educational  opportunities  exist. 
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site  number 

1505 


site  name 

Woodhaven 


district 

Mattapan 


address 

Woodhaven 


ward 

18 


> 


ownership  size 

City  of  Boston  (Real  Property   41,521  s.f. 
Department);  Penn  Central 2.10  acres 


elevation  __,  zoning 

low  pt.     70' 
high  pt.   100'  S-5 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 

A  sloping  site  along  the  railroad  tracks  exhibits 
sink  granite  rock.     Oak  woods  containing  numerous 
the  site. 

highly  fractured 
seedlings  cover 

2.  Visual  characteristics: 

A  dense  woodland  offers  views  to  the  adjacent  old 

quarry. 

3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Rocky  terrain,  woods. 

4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 

Rock  outcroppings. 

Dense  woods. 

A  play  area  for  neighborhood  children. 

5.  Surrounding  environment : 

Railroad  tracks,  single  family  residential. 

fl 


6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Woodhave  Street. 

7.  Condition  of  site: 

Good;  minimal  dumping. 

8.  Potential  development: 

Low 

9.  Significance  of  site: 

The  site  is  used  as  an  informal  play  area. 

10.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 

March,  1975 

Raccoons,  skunks,  and  crows  were  observed  on  the  site. 
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address  ward       \ 

1-35  Shandon  Street    14 


site  number 

1506 


site  name 

Blue  Hill  Rock 


district 

Mattapan 


ownership 


^t 


'f^.520  s.f.    ^fl^'"^.  75' 
Boston  Redevelopment  Authority   20.33  acres    high  pt.  100' 


zoning 

R-8,  L-1 


'  Natural  characteristics: 


A  15'  high  rock  outcropping  and  severely  eroding  hillside, 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


View  of  Franklin  Field  from  high  point  of  rock. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Rock  outcropping,  hillside. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Rock  outcropping. 

Site  proivdes  access  for  children  going  to  school  from  the  housing 
development. 


5.  Surrounding  environment: 


6.  Accessibility: 


A  vacant  Dunkin  Donuts  store.  Blue  Hill  Avenue,  BHA  housing 
development. 


Direct  from  Blue  Hill  Avenue. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Poor;  the  slope  is  severely  eroded  and  extensive  dumping  occurs 
behind  Dunkin  Donuts. 


8.  Potential  development: 


Low 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


\   10.  Date  surveyed: 
^^Komments: 


November,  1974 

A  stairway  could  be  built  into  the  hillside  and  the  embankment 
vegetated  in  order  to  provide  a  scenic  accessway  for  the  residents 
of  the  housing  development. 
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''site  number                                    site  name                                            district  address                                    ward 

15*07      Gladeside  II           Mattapan  Gladeside  Avenue    18 

ownership                                                 size  elevation                .                      zoning 

44,500  s.f.  low  pt.  60' 
Private 1.09  acres high  pt.  80' R;^5 

1.  Natural  characteristics:  \              ji       j 

Roche  mountinee,  rock  outcropping  (Roxbury  Puddingstone),  woodland. 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 

Woodland  and  rocks. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 

Woodland  and  rocks. 


4.  Characteristics: 

primary  Rock  outcropping. 

secondary  Woodland. 

tertiary 

5.  Surrounding  environment : 

Single  family  residential  area. 


6.  Accessibility: 

Directly  accessible  from  Gladeside  Avenue. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 

Excellent 

8.  Potential  development: 

Low 


9.  Significance  of  site: 

Geological  and  scenic  value. 


^10.  Date  surveyed: 

I       comments:  "arch.    1975 
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site  number 

1508 


site  name 

Baker  Chocolate  Seawall 


district 

Mattapan 


address  ward 

Central  Avenue    .  12 


ownership 


Private 


size 

65,000  s.f. 
1.49  arrpt; 


elevation 

low  pt.   32' 
high  |3t.   50' 


zoning 


M-1.  M-2 


1.  Natural  characteristics: 


2.  Visual  characteristics: 


An  asphalt  parking  lot  next  to  the  Neponsit  River.  A  small 
mudflat  adjacent  to  the  Central  Avenue  bridge  contains  a  large 
Weeping  Willow  tree. 


Dramatic  visto  of  Lower  Mills  complex  of  brick  buildings. 


3.  Diversity  within  site: 


Asphalt  parking  lot,  concrete  seawall  and  mudflat  are  adjacent 
to  the  Lower  Mills  complex. 


4.  Characteristics: 
primary 

secondary 

tertiary 


Embankment  of  the  Neponset  River. 
Seawall  and  mudflat. 


5.  Surrounding  environntent : 


MBTA  Mattapan  line;  Star  Market,  Lower  Mills  Complex 


6.  Accessibility: 


Direct  from  Central  Avenue;  MBTA  stops  at  Central  Avenue. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Fair 


8.  Potential  development: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  is  an  important  link  in  the  proposed  continuous  riverfront 
park  of  the  Neponset  River  Reservation. 


^10.  Date  surveyed: 
Comments: 


April,  1975 
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